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deans’ messages

popular culture has dimin-
ished the word “Christian,” 
so that it seems equivalent 

with socially conservative fun-
damentalism. The words “evan-
gelical” or even the “Bible” have 
suffered similar fates. Those of us 
who follow Jesus and who do not 
conform with those caricatures 
have a hard time creating space 
in the public square to proclaim 
a different kind of Christianity, a 
more thoughtful faith.

To present a different view of 
Christianity is crucial in our current 
historical moment since we have a 
spiritual path to address the press-
ing issues we face. The decline in 
participation in American religious 
life leaves many people without a 

clear vision to ground their lives – 
despite the popular label of being 
“spiritual but not religious.” 

Thoughtful Christians who are 
neither fundamentalist nor socially 
conservative have a powerful story 
to tell. We are part of an ancient 
way of spiritual wisdom and have a 
vision of Jesus as a living Lord who 
invites everyone into abundant 
life. We also can provide the spiri-
tual energy and vision to ground 
a new vision for society and the 
planet. Many of us need the tools 
to articulate that sort of Christian 
vision. We need to be able to tell a 
different story, but we don’t have 
the language.

At St. John’s, we will take on the 
task of learning to speak Christian, 
and to think like Christians — that’s 
in part what 

by Fr. Mark 
Kowalewski

Thinking Christian(ly)

‘You shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart,  

and with all your soul, and 

with all your mind.’ This 

is the greatest and first 

commandment. And a second 

is like it: ‘You shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.’ On these 

two commandments hang  

all the law and the prophets.” 

(Matthew 22:37-40)

A lawyer asked Jesus a question to 
test him. “Teacher, which command-
ment in the law is the greatest?” He 
said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the greatest and first 
commandment. And a second is like 
it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two commandments 
hang all the law and the prophets.”  
(Matthew 22:35-40)

w  alter and I visited St. 
James Episcopal Church 
in Eureka Springs, Arkan-

sas on our vacation this summer. A 
sign on the street caught my eye. It 
read, “Love your neighbor.” Then 
underneath there were several 
ways neighbors may not be like 
us, but Jesus still asks us to love 
them — no exceptions. I found out 

that All Souls Church in Washing-
ton D.C. sells these signs to Epis-
copal Churches across the country. 
We now have one for St. John’s. In 
fact, we brought it to the St. John’s 
booth this year at the DTLA Proud 
festival. It was the thing that at-
tracted the most attention.

The sign made me think of some-
thing else. Who are the neighbors 
we need to love here at St. John’s? 
Literally, who are our neighbors? 
Who lives on the streets around us? 
What do we know about our neigh-
borhood? Many of us come to St. 
John’s from other neighborhoods. 
As a cathedral, many people come 
here from far and away. We may 
sometimes not think about who 
the people are who live nearby, 
even though St. John’s has been 
on Adams Blvd. since 1890 and 
has seen the neighborhood change 
many times over those years.

Bishop Diane Continued on page 7

Continued on page 7

by Fr. Daniel Ade 

Who is our neighbor(hood)?

Thoughtful Christians who 

are neither fundamentalist 

nor socially conservative 

have a powerful story to tell. 

We are part of an ancient way 

of spiritual wisdom and have 

a vision of Jesus as a living 

Lord who invites everyone 

into abundant life.
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Mother Gwynne,  
the people of  
St. John’s,  
& the legacy of  
The Guibord Center

The Guibord Center
Religion Inside Out

outreach

o  ne Sunday morning probably a 
year ago or more, as I was sit-
ting in the congregation watch-

ing Gwynne standing beside the altar, 
I suddenly found myself weeping. In 
that instant I realized just in the way 
she moved with such an elegant, de-
liberate presence, that she was doing 
what she was born to do. Gwynne was 
born to be a priest. St. John’s was more 
than her church — it was her home. 
The people of St. John’s — her family. 

Gwynne loved everything about 
St. John’s: serving God at the altar or 
preaching or being among her family of 
faith — clergy and laity alike - sharing 
her love of the Holy in the Mystery of 
the Table and in every encounter with 
another. She found God in the midst 
of every interaction with friend and 
stranger alike.

The love and the prayers flowed both 
ways. Your prayers, both for Gwynne 
and for myself gave her enduring 
strength and great, great comfort. They 
helped her through the hard times and 
through her final journey home. The 
magnificent requiem mass this com-
munity lovingly delivered for her has 
been seen over a thousand times by her 
friends and allies around the world. 

Gwynne loved being able to present 
The Guibord Center events here in the 
beauty and majesty of the Cathedral. 
She will live on here and in our hearts 
and in the robust, continuing work of 
her legacy in The Guibord Center. 

 Our Fall schedule will begin with 
a hallmark program, a powerful eve-
ning of music and hope on September 
21st: “African Spiritual Roots of Gospel 
Music” here at St. John’s at 7pm. We 
will follow with programs on “Stories 
of Animals, Faith and Compassion” 
in October at The Vedanta Society in 
Hollywood and a new look at 
“Maryam, the Mother of Jesus in 
The Holy Qur’an” in December. 
All of our programs will con-
tinue to be free and donations 
will continue to be greatly 
appreciated. Please join us and 
feel her presence as we open 
hearts and minds together. i

by Dr. Lo Sprague

“Gwynne is and will 
always be the heart  
and the inspiration of  
The Guibord Center.  
It is she who has  
modeled how to be there 
for one another, how to 
stand up for one another, 
how to be curious and 
kind and courageous 
and caring. Gwynne  
had the capacity to see  
the Holy in “the other”  
and understood that 
helping one another to 
do so could change  
the world. Everything 
that The Guibord Center 
is and does flows from 
there.” 
– Dr. Lo Sprague

The Reverend Dr. Gwynne Guibord
President, The Guibord Center
June 27, 1944 - August 15, 2019

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE GUIDBORD CENTER
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News
By ChriStopher g. graviS, D.M.a.
Canon for MuSiC MiniStry & CatheDraL artS

cathedral arts

From the 
Cathedral Arts Guild

greetings! The Feast of St. Michael 
and All Angels officially marks the 
start of the 2019-20 choral season 
at St. John’s Cathedral! We wel-

come the choir back after their well-
deserved Summer hiatus, and embark 
on an exciting new program of choral 
and organ music in this gorgeous his-
toric cathedral church. This is a par-
ticularly special season, as we launch 
our new Cathedral Choral Academy 
— a fully funded music education pro-

gram for children in our community.  
Please mark your calendars for the 

annual Cathedral Arts Gala on October 
26! This elegant and sumptuous affair is 
always a spectacular evening featuring 
a delicious dinner, wines, and music.  
Our Choral Academy children will sing, 
and this year’s honoree is Mr. Jeffrey H. 
Rickard, who has served as Organist 
& Choirmaster at Trinity Episcopal 
Church in Redlands for nearly 50 years.  
There will be many high-quality auc-
tion items, and all proceeds will benefit 
the Cathedral Arts & Choral Academy. 
Space is limited, so please visit www.
StJohnsLA.org to purchase tickets and 
select dining options.  

Our regular monthly services of 
Choral Evensong resume on third 
Saturdays of each month, starting on 
November 16 at 5pm, and continuing 
through May. The one exception to this 
schedule will be in December, when 
the choir presents our annual Advent 
Procession of Lessons & Carols service on 
Saturday December 14 at 7pm. This is 
always a popular service, and one not 
to be missed, so please be sure to save 
the date in your calendar and invite 
many people!  

Don’t forget to pick up your copy 
of the Liturgical Choral & Organ Music 
Schedule from the welcome table. It’s a 
wonderful way to stay up to date with 
all of our inspiring musical offerings 
throughout the program season.

It’s an honor and a privilege to serve 
our St. John’s family and the wider 
diocesan community in this place.   
I thank you for your continued prayers 
and support as we embark on an exciting 
new chapter for music at St. John’s! i

This is a particularly 
special season,  
as we launch our  
new Cathedral Choral  
Academy.

http://www.StJohnsLA.org
http://www.StJohnsLA.org
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september kicks off a brand new 
ministry for arts and outreach at 
St. John’s Cathedral! The Cathe-

dral Choral Academy is a ministry 
giving children within our local com-
munity important music education no 
longer offered in many schools. Un-
der the leadership of Stephen Salts, 
this vibrant program for local boys 
and girls of West Adams will offer 
musical and character skills of depth 
and substance. And, it’s FUN! Just 
speak to any of the families who were 
involved in the Chorister Experience 
Day, and they’ll tell you what an abso-
lute joy being a part of this visible and  
positive ministry is for their children.

Cathedral Choral Academy children 
will meet once per week on Thursdays 
from 5-7pm, with full participa-
tion in the 11am mass one Sunday a 
month. The choristers will also sing 
at Cathedral Arts special events and 
concerts, and of course on Christmas 
Eve and Easter! 

Now is the time to get our local chil-
dren, aged 7 and up involved! Contact 
Mr. Stephen Salts at ssalts@stjohnsla.
org to learn more information about 
the Cathedral Choral Academy.

About the Director
Stephen is an internationally dis-

tinguished Fulbright scholar of cho-
ral music. As a conductor, he has 
enjoyed directing choirs throughout 
the United States, United Kingdom, 
and Europe. Highlights of his early 
conducting career include perfor-
mances at Westminster Abbey, four 
Basilicas in Rome, and venues in New 
York City & Los Angeles. In addition 
to his conducting engagements, he is 
in constant demand as a singer. He 
has been featured as both a soloist 

and a chorister on major 
studio recordings released 
by Hyperion Records, for 
whom he also co-authored 
liner notes on a recording 
of contemporary American 
choral music. Some of Stephen’s sing-
ing highlights include performing for 
Her Majesty The Queen, holding week-
long residencies at St. Paul’s Cathedral 
in London and Canterbury Cathedral, 
and singing with the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic.

Stephen is a Production Manager 
with the Los Angeles Master Chorale 
and the Director of the Cathedral Choral 
Academy at St. John’s Cathedral in Los 
Angeles. Previously, he was Associate 
Faculty of Music at Riverside City 
College where he conducted the Concert 
Choir and taught a large studio of voice 
students. He has also conducted the 
Royal Holloway Founder’s Choir and 
served as assis-

Bless, O Lord,  
us thy servants, 
who minister  
in thy temple.  
Grant that what 

we sing with our lips, 
we may believe in our 
hearts; and what we 
believe in our hearts 
we may show forth 
in our lives, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  

— the chorister’s prayer, 
which is recited together 
by our choirs after every 
service.

Cathedral Choral Academy:

cathedral arts

Stephen Salts, Director

Continued on next page

Stephen Salts

mailto:ssalts%40stjohnsla.org?subject=
mailto:ssalts%40stjohnsla.org?subject=
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have you ever longed to experi-
ence the presence of the living 
God? Have you ever wanted 

to know that God is real? Have you 
wished you had more time to devote 
to scripture, prayers and worship, 

believing they could lead 
you to that experience of 
God? Brother Lawrence 
has some wisdom for 
you. A medieval mystic, 
Brother Lawrence was 
a Carmelite monk. Not 
considered particularly 
bright, Lawrence was as-
signed to kitchen duty, 
cooking, scrubbing the 
pots and pans, purchasing 
food and wine for the Car-
melite community. All of 
this work kept him from 
regular prayers which his 
brother monks attended. 
Lawrence loved God. The 
longing of his heart was 
to constantly walk “as in 
His presence.” Lawrence 
learned and later taught 

that we need not stop what we are do-
ing to pray. We can actually practice 
the presence of God while doing our 
work. It took discipline he says, again 
and again, to “bring my wandering 
heart and mind back to an awareness 
of God’s presence with me,” But the re-
sult of this practice was joy and peace. 
Lawrence said his soul “Had come to 
its own home and place of rest.”

Brother Lawrence became a much 
sought after spiritual guide and coun-
selor. His wisdom and letters can be 
found in a little book from Benton Press 
called The Practice of the Presence of God 
available online from Amazon. Perhaps 
his words will help you to experience 
God’s presence in the midst of your 
very busy life. i

The Rev. Lyn Crow, (Mother Lyn) is a 
seasoned spiritual director and brings her 
insights into the Christian spiritual life to 
our St. John’s community. This Advent 
she will share her wisdom in one of our  
ongoing Tuesday evening spirituality 
events. More details and the exact date 
will be forthcoming.

ministries
Brother Lawrence,  

    a Medieval Mystic

tant conductor of the internationally 
acclaimed Choir of Royal Holloway, 
and the 2016 “Choir of the World” 
— the Bob Cole Conservatory 
Chamber Choir.

Stephen earned his Bachelor of 
Music degree in voice performance 
from Florida State University, his 
first Master of Music degree in cho-
ral conducting from the Bob Cole 

Conservatory of Music at California 
State University, Long Beach where 
he graduated Summa cum laude, 
and another Master of Music degree 
with highest honors from one of the 
leading music departments in the 
United Kingdom: Royal Holloway, 
University of London. He attended 
Royal Holloway on a Fulbright 
Postgraduate Award for research 
focused on the Anglican choral tra-
dition. An avid church musician, he 
served as the Founding Director of 

the Song School music education 
program at St. Wilfrid’s Episcopal 
Church in Huntington Beach, was 
staff singer & conducting scholar 
at St. James’ in the City Episcopal 
Church in Los Angeles, and was 
the Interim Director of Music at 
First Congregational Church of 
Los Angeles in 2016. Stephen also 
served as the Founder & Artistic 
Director of Howells125, a state-
wide music festival celebrating 
the music of Herbert Howells. i

Continued from page 5
CHORAL ACADEMY

From  
Mother Lyn Crow
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stewardship

i n his famous Sermon on the 
Mount, Matthew’s Gospel re-
ports Jesus saying: “Let me tell 

you why you are here... You’re here to 
be light, bringing out the God-colors in the 
world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going 
public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make 
you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide 
you under a bucket, do you? I’m putting you on a 
light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hill-
top, on a light stand — shine! Keep open house; be 
generous with your lives. By opening up to others, 
you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this 
generous Father in heaven.” (Matthew 5:13a,14-16 
The Message Bible).

Being a Christian isn’t about keeping the good 
news to ourselves, or having a private faith. We are 
here to let the world know that even in the darkest 
or seemingly hopeless times there is light ahead and 
hope for the future. That’s why this year we are join-

ing with The Episcopal Network for 
Stewardship for our 2020 annual 
pledge campaign, with the theme 
of “Shining Our Light.”

Now more than ever our nation 
needs the message of the Kingdom 

of God, the hopeful message of a 
God who breaks down walls and 

invites everyone to the celebration of 
life. We at St. John’s are a counter-cultural 

community. There aren’t many places where so many 
diverse people get together week in and week out 
as a demonstration project of the love of God.

We know so many of you give of your time, tal-
ents and finances and with open hearts so that we 
can be a light to the world around us. Please don’t 
hide what you have to share under a bucket.

This year we will have three opportunities for 
members of our community to come for lunch at 
clergy house and to share what St. John’s means to 
you and what hopes we have for the future — to 
shine our light more clearly. We hope you will join 
us. More information will be available through the 
weekly updates and bulletins.

Blessings, Fr. Dan and Fr. Mark i

We can’t keep  
this a secret!

we mean by being “formed” as 
Christians. During the coming 
program year, our adult Christian 
education forums on Sunday morn-
ing will focus on what it means 
to be a “thinking Christian” and 
“thinking Christianly.” How does 
our rich tradition help us use our 
hearts and minds and how does 
that same tradition form us to live 
as Christians in the world?

We will start out looking at  
how we use the Bible. What I have 
come to see in the several years I 
have been involved with adult 
Christian formation is that there 
are many assumptions we bring 
to studying the Bible. What is the 
Bible? How do we think it’s norma-
tive for our lives — or is it? How 

do we interpret it? When we study 
specific biblical texts we rarely have 
the opportunity to explore these 
more basic questions. 

In our culture today, the 
Christian way of wisdom has much 
to teach us about how we live. In 
a culture where Christianity is 
losing its voice, we each and all 
need to become ‘evangelists,” 
Christians who can articulate a 
thoughtful Christianity to a cul-
ture that has little understanding 
of the real power of its message. 
I encourage you to join these  
conversations Sunday mornings 
at 9:15am. Specifics of the forums 
will be available in our weekly 
updates and bulletins and on  
our welcome table. I look forward 
to struggling with questions of 
faith and seeing where our Lord 
is leading us into the future. i

Continued from page 2

FR. MARK

Bruce has been encouraging con-
gregations to explore their neigh-
borhoods. This January, she will 
be coming St. John’s to conduct 
a neighborhood walk as she has 
done in many other churches. 
Members of our Vestry and some 
other members of the congrega-
tion will be invited to walk the 
neighborhood, study demographic 
trends and real estate values all to 
figure out who the people are who 
live nearest us. 

When we have a better vision 
about our immediate neighbor-
hood, then we can reflect together 
about how to demonstrate our love 
to them as Jesus asks us. That will 
be the creative hard work ahead of 
us, but it is Gospel work. i 

Shining 
ourLight

Continued from page 2

FR. DANIEL
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ministries
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cathedral

i t is my sincere pleasure to extend 
a warm invitation to the Fall sea-
son of Compline at the Cathedral. 

The Compline service is a common 
thread that weaves throughout the 
tapestry of Christian liturgical tradi-
tions. A service of prayer and silence, 
Compline can trace its roots back to the 
6th century, were it served to mark the 
completion of the day, and to begin the 
observance of a nightly silence.

At St. John’s, the holy quiet of 
Compline marks both the completion 
of the Sunday feast and, for many of 
us, the transition into the secular work 

week. It is fitting that, before we go 
out into the busy world, we pause to 
locate ourselves in God’s presence, 
where we are guided by the sung 
prayers of the Schola Cantorum led 
by Dr. Christopher Gravis and periods 
of silent reflection.

All are welcome at Compline. We 
gather in the shared awareness of 
our common needs as people and 
the service concludes with an offer-
ing of prayers for our communities. It 
is my hope that this year we will find 
moments of deepening awareness of 
ourselves and the stillness of God’s 
presence within the nourishing rhythm 
of sound and silence. 

Compline at the Cathedral is held 
on the first and third Sundays of every 
month. The 45 minute, candlelit ser-
vice is followed by a time of refresh-
ment and conversation. i

Compline  
at the Cathedral
By CAITLYN FERENCE-SAUNDERS 
Ministry team, Compline at the Cathedral

F r. Mark Kowalewski’s new book Traveling Home: Tracking Your 
Way Through the Spiritual Wilderness has just been published 
by Church Publishing, an official publishing arm of the Episcopal 

Church. The book is a basic introduction to the Christian story.  
It’s meant for spiritual seekers, but also for any of us who might  
want to get a deeper grounding in what it means to be a Christian. 

The book has a strong connection with St. John’s since it was  
born out of the Basic Christian Formation Class Fr. Mark has taught 
for several years. In fact, earlier drafts of the book have been used  
as the text for this class for the past three years. 

The Rev. Jay Sidebotham, Director of the Episcopal Church’s Renewal Works writes:  
“Thanks be to God for this grace-filled book. Traveling Home serves as a guide for the spiritual 
journey, combining stories of the Bible with stories of our lives to provide not only a way  
forward, but a way home.”

A book reading and signing event will be scheduled later this fall. i

Traveling Home

http://www.stjohnsla.org 
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