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deans’ messages

s tarting in January of this year 
seven people new to St. John’s 

began a journey exploring what 
it means to be a Christian in the 
Anglican tradition. Each week we 
meet on Sundays and reflect on 
both the basics of the Christian 
faith and how we Episcopalians 
understand and live out our lives 
as disciples of Jesus. 

At the Great Vigil of Easter, they 
will make a decision to recom-
mit their lives to Christ through 
Confirmation or to be baptized 
into Christ if they have never been 
baptized. While this event will be 
a moment of commitment for each 
of the candidates, it is also a time 
for each of us to “re-up” as Jesus’ 

disciples. The candidates who come 
forward in front of the Bishop at 
the baptismal font on Easter Eve 
become icons for all of us. 

What they will do in their public 
declarations of faith is being asked 
of all of us again. Will we resist all 
the powerful forces that allure us 
and draw us away from our life as 
new creations in Christ? Will we 
follow and obey Jesus as savior and 
Lord, seeking not our will but his? 
Will we recommit ourselves to com-
ing together as the Body of Christ 
each week to remember who we are 
and to whom we belong? Will we 
seek and serve Christ in all persons 
and respect the dignity of every 
human being in 

by Fr. Mark 
Kowalewski

The Service of Tenebrae 

is called the service of 

shadows, because it takes 

place in ever growing 

darkness as the Cathedral 

lights dim and candles are 

extinguished one by one. 

“I will with God’s help.”

h oly Week at St. John’s pro-
vides us many occasions for 

powerful liturgical celebrations. 
Palm Sunday, the entrance to 
Holy Week is a grand assertion 
of the coming of the Kingdom of 
God in the midst of the Kingdom 
of this world. It is a big day with 
lots of color and music, proces-
sions and shouts of Hosanna.

Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday have their own moments of 
drama and beauty, fellowship and 
symbolic actions. And of Course 
the Great Vigil and Easter Day 
highlight the joy of the resurrection 
and Christ conquering death, the 
first day of a whole new creation.

Yet in the middle of all of those 
service is one of quiet dignity and 

contemplation – the Service of 
Tenebrae. It is called the service 
of shadows, because it takes place 
in ever growing darkness as the 
Cathedral lights dim and candles 
are extinguished one by one. 

It is meditative and at times even 
ethereal. The music is hauntingly 
beautiful and stark. The whole eve-
ning evokes the movement of the 
gathering darkness as Jesus moves 
to his confrontation with the pow-
ers of evil, and recalls the whole 
history of the suffering and exile 
of the Jewish people. 

Portions of the Book of 
Lamentations of Jeremiah are 
read, each beginning with a letter 
from the Hebrew alphabet, dem-
onstrating that Continued on page 5

Continued on page 12

by Fr. Daniel Ade 

The unique experience of Tenebrae

Jesus asks us to be part  

of his movement to reclaim  

the world. Will you stand 

up for Jesus on Easter and 

profess that faith again?  

Will you stand up and once 

again say you will follow 

Jesus, with the help of God?
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Jesus
    Faithful Jew and Savior

The Guibord Center
Religion Inside Out

outreach

The Icon of Jesus in the Temple, 
from the Getty Collection. 

Dr. Amy-Jill Levine, 
New Testament 
scholar. 
Left: Dr. Levine with 
Mo. Gwynne during a 
previous program held 
at St. Johns called  
“The Bible, Women 
and Violence” .

i nterfaith work comes as a double 
blessing especially at this time 
of year as it enables us to both 

deepen our own faith by seeing it in a 
larger context as well understand and 
value the faith of our neighbors. St. 
John’s has been home to many of The 
Guibord Center’s programs includ-
ing “The Jewish Jesus” by New Tes-
tament scholar Dr. Amy-Jill Levine. 
You can view a conversation with Dr. 
Levine and Mo. Gwynne on this topic 
on our website at www.theguibord-
center.org.)

Dr. Levine brought us the aware-
ness that it is easy for us to over-look 
the fact that Jesus, his family and his 
followers were faithful Jews living in 
a time of upheaval in First Century 
Palestine amid various sects fighting 
for political power. The struggle that 
Jesus addressed with his fellow Jews 
was urging them to go back to the heart 
of their faith rooted in love of God and 
the doing of justice and kindness. His 
confrontations with the scribes, and 
the Pharisees and Sadducees was not 
a rejection of Judaism, rather it was 
an effort to return to its values much 
as our struggle today continues with 
those who call themselves “Christians” 
while representing values that are anti-
thetical to Jesus’ teachings.

This Lenten journey has seen us 
follow Jesus up the long, steep road 
to Jerusalem, home of the Temple, the 
place where all throughout his life he 

turned to revere 
God. His faithful-
ness was to the 
essence of manifes-
tation of God at the 
heart of a tradition 
more than a thou-
sand years old in 
his time. The more 
we understand that, 
the more we can 
marvel anew at the 
miracle of his birth, 
life, death and resur-
rection.

Please join us in the coming months 
as we learn more not only about 
Christianity but also about Islam and 
what the Holy Qur’an really has to say 
about women and violence and peace 
and about other faiths and topics that 
deepen our own 
journeys while 
enabling us to 
know and love 
one another. Put 
“Saving Grace 
II: A Faithful 
Response to 
Violence against 
Women and 
Girls” on your 
calendar now. 
Back by popu-
lar demand, it 
is coming in 
November. i

http://www.theguibordcenter.org
http://www.theguibordcenter.org
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l ent is a time of preparation for the 
Easter moment – the culmination 
of the Paschal Triduum, or the three-

day period from Maundy Thursday to 
Easter evening. And just as our litur-
gical customs surrounding these days 
are rooted in centuries of received 
ritual celebration, so too is our music. 

A question I often get from inquir-
ing worshipers is, “Why do we sing 
the music that we do?” This is an 
important question, and the answer 
speaks to the core of who we are as 
Episcopalians, and what we collec-
tively believe. A three-legged stool of 
scripture, tradition, and reason serve 
as the tenants of our belief and com-
mon prayer life. Guided by what we 

understand to be the central collection 
of holy and historical texts, the ways 
and customs of our forbearers, and the 
intellectual capacity to reconcile those 
sometimes disparate concepts with the 
modern world in which we live – these 
serve as a foundation upon which we 
shape belief and practice. It is through 
this prism of experience that we evalu-
ate and celebrate liturgy, music, and 
sacrament. 

The Episcopal liturgical revisions of 
the late 1970’s sought to return many 
of the ancient liturgical rites surround-
ing the earliest Christian communities 
for the Paschal Triduum – most notably 
the Great Vigil of Easter. Episcopalians 
now join with nearly thousands of 
years of Christians in an historically 
rooted, more liturgically substantive, 
more highly ritualized, preparation 
and celebration of the Easter moment. 
Between Palm Sunday, the Wednesday 
evening service of Tenebrae, Maundy 
Thursday, Good Friday, The Great Vigil 
of Easter, and Easter Sunday, this pro-
vides an extraordinary opportunity to 
sing and celebrate music that has for 
some time, through the tenants of our 
three-legged stool, become central to 
Holy Week for Anglicans. 

You’ll hear the Choir of St. John’s 
sing gorgeous music from the most 
ancient plainsong chants of the early 
church – as in the Exsultet at the Great 
Vigil of Easter, to 

Next to the  

Word of God, 

the noble art 

of music is the 

greatest treasure 

in the world. 

— Martin Luther

Continued on next page

News

By Christopher G. Gravis, D.M.a.
Canon for MusiC Ministry & CatheDral arts

Transcendent 
    Transformation 
A Choral Journey 
Through the Paschal Triduum

Charles Villiers Stanford (right) and Edward 
Bairstow (left); two of the Edwardian era 
composers whose anthems we will be singing 
this year on Easter Sunday.

cathedral arts

From the 
Cathedral Arts Guild
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 Holy Week    & Easter

the words of the prophet represent 
the experience of all the people of 
Israel, as well as the Messiah Jesus.

Tenebrae, celebrated on the 
Wednesday of Holy Week, is the 
hinge between Palm Sunday and 
the great three days that begin at 
Sunset on Maundy Thursday. So 
we invite all those who take part in 
the liturgies of Holy Week to take 
part in this service as a way to cen-
ter themselves in worship before 
the busyness of the days ahead. 

But I want especially to invite 
you to come to Tenebrae this year 
so that you too can sit in quiet 
contemplation on those mighty 
acts we will be celebrating in the 
last days of Holy Week. It is as if 
Jesus speaks to each of us and says, 
“Will you watch and pray with me 
awhile.” i

Continued from page 2
FR. DANIEL

highly chromatic and modern cho-
ral settings such as John Sander’s 
The Reproaches on Good Friday. 

Several time-honored choral and 
organ anthems have become known 
throughout the English speaking 
countries of the Anglican commu-
nion for Easter Sunday. Parishes 
and Cathedrals with a choral tra-
dition pay homage with the great 
Easter anthems by Victorian and 
Edwardian era composers such 
as Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-
1924), and Edward Bairstow (1874-
1946). This year, we sing Stanford’s 
rousing anthem Ye choirs of new 
Jerusalem, with brass and timpani. 
Also on the docket is Bairstow’s set-
ting of the text, Sing ye to the Lord, 
for He hath triumphed gloriously. The 
anthem begins with a rousing organ 
fanfare and ends with spectacular 

choral shouts of Alleluia! 
One of the great gifts of our 

Anglican liturgical faith is that we 
don’t have to re-invent the wheel 
with every changing generation, 
every sociological shift, or accord-
ing to new focus-group datum. By 
the same token, we are called to 
re-evaluate afresh our traditions; to 
ensure their timeless meaning, and 
to breathe new life into old ways. 
This glorious tradition of music 
and liturgy, of sight and sound, of 
smell and taste, are our spiritual 
inheritances as Episcopalians. The 
rich depth of meaning in the texts 
and the deeper theological nuances 
imbedded in the musical settings of 
those texts bestow upon us eternal 
gifts from that great multitude of 
saints who have gone before us. 

May you be richly blessed by the 
heartfelt music making offered at 
St. John’s Cathedral this Lent and 
Holy Week, 2018. i

Palm Sunday 
March 25
Gibbons | Hosanna to the Son of David
Victoria | Pueri Habraeorum
Tallis | Salvator mundi

Tenebrae
March 28
Ravel | Kaddish from 
  ‘Deux Mélodies Hébraïques’

Maundy Thursday
March 29
Duruflé | Ubi caritas
Tallis | Verily, verily I say unto you
Duruflé | Tantum ergo 

Good Friday 
March 30
Phillips | The Passion According 
  to John
Sanders | The Reproaches
Lotti | Crucifixus 

The Great Vigil of Easter
March 31
Bainton | Sing ye to the Lord
Gravis | Rise up my love, my fair one

Easter Sunday
April 1
Widor | Surrexit a mortuis 
Stanford | Ye choirs of new Jerusalem 
Gravis | Rise up my love, my fair one

Continued from previous page
CATHEDRAL ARTS

Cathedral Arts Guild Calendar of Music
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Through all of our 

senses, we kinetically

experience the foundational 

stories of human life 

through the passion, death 

and resurrection of Jesus.

ITURGY means 
“work of the 

people.” During Holy Week 
especially, we seek to involve 
the whole congregation in the 
dramatic telling of the last days 
in the life of Jesus of Nazareth 
and culminating in his glorious 
resurrection. 

The liturgies of Holy Week 
should move us through 
our participation from being 
merely “spectators” of these 
events to what Brazilian dra-
matist Augusto Boal has called  
“specactors.” That is, all the par-
ticipants in these liturgies are 
both observers and performers, 
and create the liturgical action by 

L
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L our participation. 
Even more than this, to be a 

specactor is to be changed our-
selves, through our experience 
of these events.

The movement of these dramas 
from Palm Sunday through Easter 
Day takes us through the founda-
tional stories of our faith and even 
through the foundational stories 
of human life — birth and death, 
darkness and light, sorrow and 
joy. Through all of our senses, 
we kinetically experience this 
through the passion, death and 
resurrection of Jesus.

So enter into these great  
dramas not as observers, but as  
specactors. Continued on next page
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PASSION SUNDAY
Begin on the Fifth Sunday of Lent 
— Passion Sunday — and hear the 
story of Jesus’ passion and death 
told as though we are experiencing 
a play as St. Luke tells it.

PALM SUNDAY
On Palm Sunday enter the crowd 
of Jerusalem and recall Jesus’ 
radical announcement of God’s 
Kingdom as a time of peace and 
justice for the earth, and then 
enact his Lordship over our lives 
by walking into the streets of the 
City of Los Angeles during the 
joyous procession.

TENEBRAE
On Wednesday, enter the dark stillness of Tenebrae where 
candles are slowly extinguished and we experience the 
darkness Jesus experienced as he faced his impending 
passion, as we all must face our own mortality. This 
service also recalls that Jesus’ suffering was part of the 
oppression of the Jewish people.

Pages 6-9: Scenes of Holy week and Easter at St. Johns. 
Photos by Lo Sprague, Bob Bowen, Penny Jennings and others.

Continued from previous page

Participate in 
Holy Week & Easter

parish life
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MAUNDY THURSDAY
Maundy Thursday evening begins 
the great three days we call the 
Triduum, remembering the central 
mystery of our faith. We transform 
the nave of the cathedral into a 
great banquet hall experiencing 
not only Jesus’ last supper with 
his friends, but also dramatically 
acting out what he continues to 
call us to do and be — a com-
munity of disciples who serve 
one another and with whom he 
is present in the banquet of love, 
the Holy Eucharist.

GOOD FRIDAY
Friday, we walk with him to 
Calvary and remember that we 
ourselves and all those we have 
loved and lost go down to the 
grave. We give thanks that Jesus 
walks the journey in solidarity 
with us through suffering and 
going down to the dead.

HOLY SATURDAY
Saturday evening we move from 
the dark hopelessness of death 
and through the brightness of the 
new fire and the water of bap-
tism we proclaim that Christ is 
not dead but risen, and that he 
has begun a new creation where 
we too live abundant life now and 
eternally.  

EASTER
We continue that joyful story with the full beauty of the Easter festival 
celebration accompanied by choir, brass and timpani to proclaim that 
Jesus Christ is truly risen! i
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i n the United States of America 
guns are so poorly controlled that 
we are the victims of urban war-

fare! Easy access to guns of all kinds 
create daily tragedies across our na-
tion. Gun deaths result from suicide, 
domestic violence, and accidents as 
well as horrific mass shootings.

On December 14, 2012, 28 people 
(including 20 first-graders) were killed 
at Sandy Hook Elementary School in 
Newtown, CN. On June 12, 2016, 49 
people were killed at Pulse, a gay night-
club, in Orlando FL. On October 1, 2017, 
58 people were killed at the Route 91 
Harvest music festival in Las Vegas, 
NV. On November 5, 2017, 26 people 
were killed at First Baptist Church in 
Sutherland Springs, TX. On February 
14, 2018, 17 students were killed at 
Stoneman Douglas High School in 
Parkland, FL. “Thou shall not murder.” 
Exodus 20:13.

It’s OK to politicize gun violence. 
Yes, gun violence is a mental health 
issue, it’s newsworthy and it’s a 
POLITICAL ISSUE. Our elected legisla-
tors (all politicians), craft, propose and 
pass laws. We believe the laws enacted 
ought to ensure our inalienable rights 
to life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness. It’s NOT happening.

The President, the Congress and 
State legislators (again, politicians) 
have turned the conversation to mental 
health and away from the easy accessi-
bility of assault weapons of war. We’re 
not the only industrialized nation with 
people who suffer from mental illness, 
but we are the only country whose citi-
zens have easy accessibility to military 
guns. This accessibility has resulted 
in repeated massacres of our citizens 
including our children.

The National Rifle Association 
(NRA) rates politicians across our 
country and the good ratings are 
based solely on the politicians oppo-
sition to ANY gun control. And those 
politicians get money from gun rights 
organizations. In 2016, presidential 
candidate Donald Trump received 
$814,236.00 and House Speaker Paul 
Ryan (R, WI) received $171,977.00. 
The NRA is counting on our legisla-
tors to do nothing so we must count 
on ourselves.

You, and you and you must take 
action! You have a decision to make. 
Will you become a voter who’s 
informed about the issues of gun vio-
lence and work for gun control?

ACTION: 
Join us for the March for Our Lives, Saturday, 
March 24th. We’ll gather at St. John’s at 
7:45am, travel on the Metrorail to Pershing 
Square stop, walk 2 blocks to 603 Spring 
Street, and march to City Hall. We’ll conclude 
and return to St. John’s for lunch at 12:30pm.

ACTION: 
Visit these websites to become informed.
1. Women Against Gun Violence, wagv.org
2. Congressional bills proposed during the 
115th, 2017-2018 term, Congress.gov
3. Center for Responsive Politics, 
OpenSecrets.org.

ACTION: 
Are you registered to vote? Are your children, 
grandchildren and other family members to 
vote? Most importantly, do you all go to the 
polls and vote?

The preamble to the Constitution 
of the United State of America begins: 
“We the People”. Democracy is partici-
patory, are you participating? i

From Deacon   
Margaret

McCauley 
Prophetic Social Witness
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“I’m gonna lay  

down my sword  

and shield, down  

by the riverside,  

I ain’t gonna study  

war no more.”
— Negro Spiritual whose
     roots date before the  
     American Civil War

The Social Witness Committee’s  
gun control banner, hung at St. 
John’s in late 2016. Sources: Women Against Gun Violence, Congress.gov, OpenSecrets.org, marchforourlives.com

http://wagv.org
http://Congress.gov
http://OpenSecrets.org
http://Congress.gov
http://OpenSecrets.org
http://marchforourlives.com


st. joh n’s  c at h e dr a l  l i f e sp r i ng, 201811

SUNDAY, MARCH 25 
PALM SUNDAY
8am : Traditional service, blessing of the palms, 
 and reading of the Passion Gospel.
11am : We focus on Jesus’ triumphal entry into  
 Jerusalem with a procession in the streets.  
 Don’t forget your drums and other noisemakers 
 for the procession along W. Adams Blvd. 
 A children’s program will prepare them to 
 join the parade. Complimentary valet parking 
 provided.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28 
TENEBRAE
7pm : We move from the triumphal entry into the
 shadows of darkness as we anticipate the passion
 of our Lord.

THURSDAY, MARCH 29
MAUNDY THURSDAY
7pm : We gather as Jesus’ first disciples gathered 
 to begin the great three days by washing one 
 another’s feet, celebrating the Holy Eucharist and
 joining for a simple meal as a community. 
 Bishop Taylor will preside and preach. Confession 
 will be available. All are invited to watch until 
 midnight at the Altar of Repose.

FRIDAY, MARCH 30 
GOOD FRIDAY
8am : A said service of Morning Prayer in the great choir.
12pm : Solemn Liturgy. An ancient liturgy in which we join  
 with Christ in his dying in hope of rising with him in glory.
 Confession will be available.
7pm : Vespers. Remembering Jesus’ descent to the dead,  
 we’ll hear contemplative scripture, read psalms and sing  
 hymns together.

SATURDAY, MARCH 31
HOLY SATURDAY
11am: We reflect on the mystery of death and hope  
 of resurrection then leave this very brief (15 minute)  
 service to prepare the church for the celebration of  
 the Easter Feast.
8pm: Easter Vigil. We light the new fire of Easter and move
 from darkness to light telling the ancient stories of God’s
 people, then proclaim the Easter message, “Christ is
 risen!” Bishop Taylor will preside. Bring your bells and other 
 musical instruments. Complimentary valet parking provided.

SUNDAY, APRIL 1
EASTER DAY
Please Note: There is only one service on Easter Day this year.
11am: The roof comes off with the pageantry of a festival
 Choral Eucharist with brass and timpani. The children’s 
 program features our annual Easter Egg Hunt! 
 Complimentary valet parking provided. No 8am mass. 

• Childcare will be available at the 11am Sunday services.
• Confession will be available on Maundy Thursday evening and Good Friday.

 Holy Week    & Easter
                                 At St. John’s

calendar
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the way we live out our daily lives? 
These are questions to which the 

candidates will answer “I will with 
God’s help.” These are questions we 
should think about before we assent 
to them as we renew our baptismal 
vows at Easter. As Christians we assert 
that a revolution began on a Friday 
afternoon outside Jerusalem early ion 
the first Century and on the following 
Sunday morning before the sun had 
risen in a garden where a rock hewn 
tomb was carved. We believe that 

the same Jesus who lived and taught 
among us was God in the flesh and 
transformed human history by his 
death and resurrection. On that world 
changing weekend he began a new 
creation in which, one day, the whole 
world will be transformed. Jesus seeks 
us out and invites us, claims us as his 
own, as citizens of another country, 
new creations created in his image. He 
asks us to be part of his movement to 
reclaim the world. Will you stand up 
for Jesus on Easter and profess that 
faith again? Will you stand up and 
once again say you will follow Jesus, 
with the help of God? i
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Life After Easter
By Jake putiCh 
Canon for younG aDult 
and faMily Ministry 

a s of April 1st, Easter Sunday, 
there will remain approxi-
mately 24 million seconds in 

the year. That seems like a lot, but we 
know too well how quickly the time 
will pass.

In the modern West, we are so 
beholden to time and its “efficient” use 
that we forget that time is a theological 
concept — God in Christ determines 
the true time. We do not live accord-
ing to a twelve-hour shift schedule or 
a five-day work week — these are in 
fact distortions of time. Rather, we live 
in the time after Easter. We live in the 
time of God’s overpowering of death 
and the in-breaking of new creation 
here and now.

True time is nothing other than the 
era of true life.

Thinking of time in this way means 
that we can step into a life that, while 
fleeting, is also full — a life of love 
and community and generosity and 

peace and joy 
and hope and 
forgiveness. New 
life.

At St John’s, 
it’s our desire 
to be a com-
munity that 
exudes the new 
life found in the incarnate, crucified, 
and resurrected Christ. It’s our hope 
that wherever you connect with St. 
John’s — whether it’s our Children’s 
Ministry, our Young Adult gatherings 
and events, our Compline Services, 
or the myriad other touchpoints 
of our ministry and outreach —  
you’ll be welcomed into a way of  
living that is surprising in its generos-
ity, love, and hope.

This year, may we live each day, 
hour, and second (all 24 million of 
them!) truly discerning the time, and 
know the vast joy of living after Easter. i

We live in  
the time 
of God’s 
overpowering 
of death,  
and the  
in-breaking  
of new  
creation, here 
and now.

http://www.stjohnsla.org
mailto:frmark%40stjohnsla.org?subject=
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