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deans’ messages

h ave you ever had the experi-
ence of telling stories around 

the campfire? Or maybe you have 
sat with grandparents listening 
to stories of your family? Every 
year at the Great Vigil of Easter, 
we gather around a great fire to 
hear our ancestors in faith recall 
their experience of God. We hear 
the story of creation and the Exo-
dus from Egypt. These are stories 
that tell us even today who we 
are — people created in the image 
of God, loved and claimed by the 
God who brings us out of slavery 
and into freedom.

In the ancient church, Easter Eve 

was the primary time for Baptism. 
Those who were prepared some-
times for more than a year, some-
times even three years, would 
finally come before the Bishop at 
the baptismal font. They would 
face west and renounce all the 
powers of the world that seek to 
destroy the creatures of God. Then 
they would face east, the direction 
of the rising sun, to accept Jesus 
Christ as their savior and vow to 
follow him as Lord of their lives. 
They would then remove their 
old clothes and go down into the 
baptismal pool where the bishop 
would baptize 

by Fr. Mark 
Kowalewski

“Magnified and sanctified be 

the name of God throughout 

the world which He has 

created according to His will.

May He establish His 

kingdom during the days of 

our life and the life of 

all speedily and soon 

and let us say Amen.”

Moving from darkness to light

— Free English translation of Maurice 
 Ravel’s Kaddish, by Boaz Tarsi
 www.albertcombrink.com/2009/09/22/ 
 kaddish-music-as-prayer/

holy Week at St. John’s is 
the highlight of our liturgi-

cal year. We may well know our 
triumphant procession into the 
streets on Palm Sunday, or the 
way we transform the nave of the 
Church into a banquet Hall on 
Maundy Thursday. Fewer of us 
may know of the simple beauty of 
the service in between those two, 
Tenebrae, on the Wednesday of 
Holy Week.

Tenebrae is called the service 
of the shadows. Of course it is in 
the shadow of the two big litur-
gies on either side of it. But it is 
a service literally celebrated in 
the shadows of the cathedral as 
it slowly becomes darker during 
the course of the evening.  More 
than this, we recall that we are in 
the shadow of death — that soon 

our Lord will face the powers of 
the world seeking to destroy the 
light of life himself.

While all the other services of 
Holy Week focus on our com-
munal experience of the events 
surrounding our Lord’s passion, 
death, and resurrection, Tenebrae 
feels more contemplative. It allows 
us to have a solitary experience of 
prayer as the service washes over 
us in the dim light of candles. It 
also gives me a sense of our Lord’s 
solitary experience, as he knew 
he would face the inevitable con-
clusion of his confrontation with 
the Jerusalem authorities and the 
power of darkness. 

Our service of Tenebrae has 
developed over the past several 
years, and it differs from some 
of the classic Continued on page 11

Continued on page 11

by Fr. Daniel Ade 

The unique experience of Tenebrae

“Christ is risen from  

the dead,  

trampling down death  

by death,  

and upon those in the tombs  

bestowing life.”

— Ancient Easter song from the 
 Orthodox tradition.
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the Guibord Center has already had 
an exciting and powerfully mean-
ingful year with our St. John’s fam-

ily. Many of us gathered in early Janu-
ary to hear Mo. Guibord’s timely and 
highly illuminating discussion with 
Dr. Amir Hussain:  “Muslims and the 
Making of America”. The talk gave us 
a way to speak up when we hear oth-
ers bearing false witness against our 
Muslim neighbors. On Inauguration 
Day, our clergy and congregants stood 
together in the pouring rain with The 
Guibord Center and other people of 
faith at The Islamic Center of Southern 
California to once again protect our 
friends and neighbors in a statement 
of courage and compassion during 
their most vulnerable time of prayer.

Ever-growing audiences have been 
fascinated by other programs includ-
ing the immensely popular day long 
discussion: “Beyond the Veil: Life 
After Death.” These interfaith conver-
sations included our dean, Fr. Mark 
Kowalewski, giving an animated talk 
filled with touching stories about how 
we, Episcopalians, and other Christians 
approach death. Talks about death 
always lead to how we spend this pre-
cious time we are given. The morn-
ing session included ‘life after death’ 
perspectives from Christian (Fr. Mark), 
Jewish, and Muslim speakers. The 
afternoon session included ‘life after 
death’ perspectives from Buddhist, 
Hindu, and Sikh speakers. 

Mother Gwynne next brought 
the vibrant young rockstar, Swami 

Sarapriyananda, back to Los Angeles 
to teach us how we can use the powers 
that lie within us to make a difference 
no matter what our circumstances. Two 
weeks later, forty- two young musi-
cians from 8 to 18, from Hsi Lai Temple 
combined Buddhist music with classi-
cal Western music to share the joy of 
the dharma sound with us.

The Guibord Center ’s Annual 
Fundraising Celebration Dinner will 
be on Thursday, May 11th. 

If you’re interested in a sponsorship 
or tickets, please act quickly. We’ve been 
sold out the past two years in a row. 
There will be several major announce-
ments during the program that will be 
of great interest to all attending. You will 
not want to miss 

An exciting year
Past and upcoming events

Continued on page 12

The Guibord Center
Religion Inside Out

Left: Patrons enjoy the annual 
fundraising dinner; Below: 
Swami Sarapriyananda joins 
Mo. Guidord and others at his 
presentation “Three Great 
Powers Within Us” which took 
place in March.

Upcoming Events

outreach

Saturday, May 11, 7-9:30pm
Annual Fundraising  
Celebration Dinner

Saturday, June 11, 7-9:30pm
Iftar: The Breaking of the  
Fast During the Holy Month  
of Ramadan

Saturday, Sept. 9, 3-5pm 
Ancient Vedic Living in  
Modern Times

For more information visit 
theguibordcenter.org

AL
L 

PH
OT

OS
 C

OU
RT

ES
Y 

OF
 T

HE
 G

UI
BO

RD
 C

EN
TE

R

http://theguibordcenter.org


st. joh n’s  c at h e dr a l  l i f e sp r i ng, 20174

“The Lord be  

with you.  

And also with you.  

Let us pray.”

c hurch and families comprise a 
team seeking to provide our chil-
dren with a foundation in our 

Christian beliefs and traditions, one 
of which is prayer. Prayer is simply 
a conversation with God held with 
respect for God’s unconditional love 
and power.

Teaching children to pray is a vital 
part of our Christian living with God, 
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
taught his disciples and us to pray 
enabling us to communicate directly 
with God, demonstrating that God is 
close and accessible.

I believe children are born with spir-
ituality, just as they have emotional, 
physical, and intellectual components. 
We model and teach prayer to foster 
their natural spirituality. You’re the 
model: be a praying family-it’s a natu-
ral invitation.

When praying, keep the details and 
words appropriate to your child’s age 
level. Praying in the morning and 
before bed is a common and valuable 
practice. Pray before meals at home 
and away from home.

Here’s a suggested model:

• Begin by thanking God for being 
with you, for providing for your 
family, for God’s unconditional love 
(Show reverence).
• Ask God to forgive your mistakes, 
your anger or rudeness toward 
another person. Thank God for being 
forgiving.
• Present a petition or two about 
work, school, your family, friends, or 
neighbors. Thank God for listening 
and then acknowledge that God has 
the plan and the loving power.
• When the appropriate time is 
reached, teach the Lord’s prayer.

Other experiences for your child that 
enrich prayer:
• Drawing their prayers
• Reading books that include 
prayers
• Tour your church to examine sym-
bols in stained glass, sculpture, etc.
• Have children participate in other 
church activities.

A child spoke of prayer: “We pray 
because sometimes it’s easier to talk 
to God, and we want everybody to be 
happy, and we know the best person to 
make that happen is God.” AMEN!  i

From Deacon   
Margaret

McCauley 

Praying With Our Children

st. John’s new member, Amir Sha-
koorian, is a second-year law stu-
dent at USC. Amir was born in 

Tehran, Iran and lived there until the 
age of 16. He then moved to Tulsa, OK 
with his family and learned to speak 
English in High School. After graduat-
ing from High School, he did a brief 
stint in working construction before 
going to Columbia University in New 
York to complete his Bachelor’s de-

gree in Political Science.
Amir has always been drawn to reli-

gion. While living in Iran, he went to 
Mosque, and after moving to the states, 
he began to explore Christianity. While 
in Oklahoma, he became involved in 
various Evangelical churches. Upon 
moving to New York, however, he 
took the opportunity to explore Roman 
Catholicism, and eventually discovered 
that he lived just 8 blocks from St. John 
the Divine Episcopal Cathedral. He 
found that he was generally refreshed 
by the different church experiences  
he had after moving to this great big 
new city.

Amir Shakoorian
Interviewed by: Liz McQuitty

New Member 
Spotlight

Continued on page 8
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i nspired by many scripture pas-
sages that instruct us to welcome 
the stranger and protect the immi-

grants among us, at Diocesan Conven-
tion we passed a resolution declaring 
ourselves to be a Sanctuary Diocese. 
The resolution basically says that the 
diocese will: 

• Resist the policies of the current 
administration that block refugees  
and deport immigrants,
• Encourage congregations and 
institutions of the diocese to consider 
becoming Sanctuary Congregations,
• Work collaboratively with other faith 
and secular organizations to organize 
and advocate on behalf of refugees, 
immigrants and all who are targeted  
by hate, and
• Equip clergy and lay leaders to  
engage in such work and discern their  
best role.

After Diocesan Convention, Bishop 
Bruno moved quickly to establish a 
Diocesan Task Force on Sanctuary under 
the leadership of the Rev. Francisco 
Garcia (Holy Faith, Inglewood) and 
the Rev. Jaime Edwards Action (St. 
Stephen’s, Hollywood). The Sanctuary 
Task Force has met frequently by phone 
and in person over the past three months.  
We have also worked closely with inter-
faith and ecumenical counterparts and 
our allies in the labor movement. Much 
of this collaborative work has been coor-
dinated through CLUE-LA (Clergy and 
Laity United for Economic Justice). 

In this short time, the Task Force has 
organized or helped to organize over a 
dozen trainings, to say nothing of actu-
ally showing up at many deportation 
protests. Our trainings have included: 
“Know Your Rights“ trainings for those 

who might be targeted for deportation; 
“Sanctuary” trainings for churches con-
sidering providing physical sanctuary; 
“Rapid Response” trainings for indi-
viduals willing to be on a neighbor-
hood network to witness ICE raids and 
record what happens, and “Spiritual 
Preparation for Civil Disobedience” 
trainings. All members of St. John’s 
are invited to an upcoming Sanctuary 
training that will be offered at Christ 
the Good Shepherd Episcopal Church 
from 9am to noon on Saturday April 8. 

In the meantime, I encourage every-
one at St. John’s to educate them-
selves by visiting the website lasacred  
resistance.org. There is a wealth of 
information available in both video 
and print form (most in both English 
and Spanish). You will find 
answers to almost all your 
questions such as: What does 
the actual text of the Diocesan 
Resolution say? What does it 
mean to be a Sanctuary Parish? 
What are the constitutionally 
guaranteed rights of an immi-
grant here without papers? I 
especially recommend two 
things on the website. First, 
watch an ACLU video called 
“Resistance Training with the 
ACLU.” Second, read “Red 
Cards – How to Use Them” 
and if you know anyone who 
should be carrying a red card 
to protect themselves, pick 
one up in the St. John’s office and pass it 
along to your friend or family member. 

Do not hesitate to ask me any ques-
tions and please, find a way to get 
involved. Our immigrant brothers and 
sisters need all the protectors and sup-
porters they can get.  i

The foreigner  

among you must  

be treated as your 

native-born. 

— Leviticus 19:34 

“Red cards” are available in 
the office at St. John’s.  
For information on how to  
use them visit www.lasacred 
resistance.org or contact 
the Ven. Dr. Joanne Leslie at  
Pjoleslie@ladiocese.org.

Los Angeles Diocese declared a Sanctuary 
by the Ven. Dr. Joanne LesLie, 
archDeacon of the Diocese of Los angeLes

ministries

http://lasacredresistance.org
http://lasacredresistance.org
http://www.lasacredresistance.org
http://www.lasacredresistance.org
mailto:Pjoleslie%40ladiocese.org?subject=
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ITURGY means “work 
of the people.” During 
Holy Week especially, 
we seek to involve the 
whole congregation in 
the dramatic telling 

of the last days in the life of Jesus 
of Nazareth and culminating in his 
glorious resurrection. The liturgies of 
Holy Week should move us through 
our participation from being merely 
“spectators” of these events to what 
Brazilian dramatist Augusto Boal 
has called “specactors.” That is, all 
the participants in these liturgies are 
both observers and performers, and 
create the liturgical action by our 
participation. Even more than this, 
to be a specacator is to be changed 
ourselves, through our experience of 
these events.

The movement of these dramas from 
Palm Sunday through Easter Day takes 
us through the foundational stories of 
our faith and even through the foun-

dational stories of human life — birth 
and death, darkness and light, sorrow 
and joy. Through all of our senses, we 
kinetically experience this through 
the passion, death and resurrection 
of Jesus.

So enter into these great dramas not 
as observers, but as specactors:

Passion Sunday
Begin on the Fifth Sunday of Lent 

— Passion Sunday — and hear the 
story of Jesus’ passion and death told 
as though we are experiencing a play 
as St. Luke tells it.

Palm Sunday
On Palm Sunday enter the crowd 

of Jerusalem and recall Jesus’ radical 
announcement of God’s Kingdom as a 
time of peace and justice for the earth, 
and then enact his Lordship over our 
lives by walking into the streets of the 
City of Los Angeles during the joyous 
procession.

Through all of  

our senses, we 

kinetically

experience the 

foundational stories  

of human life  

through the 

passion, death 

and resurrection 

of Jesus.

L
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Tenebrae
On Wednesday, enter the dark still- 

ness of Tenebrae where candles are 
slowly extinguished and we experi- 
ence the darkness Jesus experienced as 
he faced his impending passion, as we 
all must face our own mortality. This 
service also recalls that Jesus’ suffer-
ing was part of the oppression of the 
Jewish people.

Maundy Thursday
Maundy Thursday evening begins 

the great three days we call the 
Triduum, remembering the central 
mystery of our faith. We transform 
the nave of the cathedral into a great 
banquet hall experiencing not only 
Jesus’ last supper with his friends, but 
also dramatically acting out what he 
continues to call us to do and be — a 
community of disciples who serve one 
another and with whom he is pres-
ent in the banquet of love, the Holy 
Eucharist.

Good Friday
Friday, we walk with him to Calvary 

and remember that we ourselves and 
all those we have loved and lost go 
down to the grave. We give thanks that 
Jesus walks the journey in solidarity 
with us through suffering and going 
down to the dead.

Holy Saturday
Saturday evening we move from 

the dark hopelessness of death and 
through the brightness of the new 
fire and the water of baptism we pro- 
claim that Christ is not dead but risen, 
and that he has begun a new creation 
where we too live abundant life now 
and eternally.

Easter
We continue that joyful story with 

the full beauty of the Easter festival 
celebration accompanied by choir, 
brass and timpani to proclaim that 
Jesus Christ is truly risen!  i

sp r i ng, 20177

parish life

Opposite page: Votive candles 
are lit during the Holy season. 
This page, above left: Candles 
illuminate the cross during 
Passion Sunday. Above right: 
The sacrament is censed 
at the end of the Maundy 
Thursday service. 

PHOTOS: PENNY JENNINGS
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parish life

The pivotal moment that 
prompted Amir to want to get 
baptized in the Episcopal Church 
was the 2012 Christmas Eve ser-
vice at St. John the Divine. He was 
immensely impacted by that night’s 
sermon that was about finding 
faith in serving the poor because 
it affirmed what he already held 
to be true in his heart, which was 
that social justice and faith are inti-
mately connected. This realization 
helped him understand his role in 

the world and his community.
After moving to Los Angeles to 

go to law school, Amir was riding 
the Metro to class one day when 
the banner on the façade of St. 
John’s — which reads, “Thou Shalt 
Not Kill…Control Guns Now” — 
caught his eye. It was mid-Novem-
ber 2016, just a week or two on the 
heels of the presidential election, 
and he found himself reeling from 
all that was going on in our country 
and felt an urgency about getting 
connected to a community of faith 
that was committed to social jus-
tice. To Amir, the banner doesn’t 

just represent the singular issue 
of gun control; it also symbolizes 
the call that we as Christians must 
be bold in our communities and 
must act in the direction of our 
convictions. He recognizes that 
the banner could potentially turn 
people off from wanting to come 
to St. John’s, but he is moved by 
the commitment to do what is right 
over what is popular.

Compelled by his conviction 
that faith and social justice are 
inextricably linked, Amir came 
to St. John’s that Sunday, and has 
been attending ever since.  i

Continued from page 4
AMIR SHAKOORIAN

st. John’s, a progressive, cross-
cultural congregation, ministers 
by offering catholic worship, 

evangelical preaching, and prophetic 
social witness. St. John’s has a long 
history of social activism. The work 
of the prophetic witness committee is 
summed up in the statement of pur-
pose: our work is to proclaim the love 
of God by ministering in the name of 

Jesus Christ to 
the poor and 
those who ex-
ist on the mar-
gins of our so-
ciety, through 
actively work-
ing to address 
the causes and 
effects of pov-

erty, injustice and violence.
Our committee meets monthly to 

address social justice issues on the 
local and national levels. Our cur-

rent focus is acting against violence 
committed with guns and standing 
in support of victims of gun violence. 
We also stand in solidarity with the 
Muslim community; against ICE 
raids on immigrant families; and for 
improved understanding of the LGBT/
Transforming/Gender nonconforming 
community.

The Social Witness committee 
mounted a banner, Thou Shalt Not 
Kill-Control Guns Now, on the front 
of the Cathedral in late 2016.  This year, 
our Lenten discipline is to address cur-
rent gun law changes during the 115th 
Congressional sessions of 2017. We are 
committed to writing our law makers 
and to participating in various actions 
held in Los Angeles.

Join us on the fourth Sunday monthly 
to live our Baptismal covenant to “seek 
and serve Christ in all persons” and to 
“respect the dignity of every human 
being.” Amen!  i

Prophetic Social Witness Ministry:   

Our Work
By the reV. Margaret MccauLey and JuLia robinson shiMizu

The Social Witness 
Committee’s  gun control 
banner, hung in late 2016.

“Seek and  

serve Christ in  

all persons, 

and respect the  

dignity of every 

human being.”
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SUNDAY, APRIL 9 
PALM SUNDAY
8am : Traditional service, blessing of the palms, 
 and reading of the Passion Gospel.
11am : We focus on Jesus’ triumphal entry into
 Jerusalem with a procession in the streets. Don’t
 forget your drums and other noisemakers for the
 procession along W. Adams Blvd. There will also  
 be a children’s program led by Deacon Margaret 
 McCauley.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 12 
TENEBRAE
7pm : We move from the triumphal entry into the
 shadows of darkness as we anticipate the passion
 of our Lord.

THURSDAY, APRIL 13 
MAUNDY THURSDAY
7pm : This is a central night for our community as
 we gather to wash one another’s feet, celebrate
 the Holy Eucharist, and share a simple meal.
 We conclude the evening by stripping the alters,
 and have an opportunity to spend time with the
 blessed sacrament in our garden until midnight.
 Nursery care available.

FRIDAY, APRIL 14 
GOOD FRIDAY
8am : A said service of Morning Prayer in the great choir.
12pm : Solemn Liturgy. An ancient liturgy in which we join
 with Christ in his dying in hope of rising with him in glory.
7pm : Vespers. Remembering Jesus’ descent to the
 dead, we’ll hear contemplative scripture, read psalms
 and sing hymns together.

SATURDAY, APRIL 15 
HOLY SATURDAY
11am: We reflect on the mystery of death and hope of
 resurrection then leave this very brief (15 minute)
 service to prepare the church for the celebration of
 the Easter Feast.
8pm: Easter Vigil. We light the new fire of Easter and move
 from darkness to light telling the ancient stories of God’s
 people, then proclaim the Easter message, “Christ is
 risen!” Bishop Talton will preside and Archdeacon Joanne 
 will preach. Bring your bells and other musical instruments. 

SUNDAY, APRIL 16 
EASTER DAY
Please Note: There is only one service on Easter Day this year.
11am: The roof comes off with the pageantry of a festival
 Choral Eucharist with brass and timpani. There is also
 a special children’s program! The Easter Bunny will lead an 
 egg hunt in the garden after the service.

• Childcare will be available at the 11am Sunday services.
• Confession will be available on Maundy Thursday evening and Good Friday.

 Holy Week  & Easter
                                 At St. John’s

calendar
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o ur 2016-2017 season has, in-
deed, been filled with noble 
music: our Christmas Eve late 

service featured rarely-sung works 
by Bach, accompanied by “The St. 
John’s Baroque Ensemble,” a group 
of highly-specialized instrumental-
ists who have perfected the perfor-
mance practices of the Baroque peri-
od. Even though we cannot ever hear 
Baroque music just exactly as it was 
heard, we caught a glimpse of it that 
night. To the Cathedral 
Choir, that marvelously 
versatile and dedicated 
group … bravi!

What’s to come?
Music during Holy 

Week and Easter is very 
much a part of the spe-
cial, even exceptional 

nature of our 
services here 
at St. John’s. 
We will welcome “side” 
drummers, a shofar player, 
a clarinetist, a brass quartet, 
tympani and cymbals players, 
and we will hear beautiful 
music sung by our Cathedral 
Choir. Then later in April we 
will welcome (again), the USC 
Thornton University   Chorus 
(April 22, at 8pm), followed 
a week later by the USC 
Thornton Chamber Choir 
(April 29). 

The most exciting event, 
however, will take place on 
May 6, beginning at 6pm: 
our concert featuring Music 

of “Madame Duruflé” and “Mrs. 
Beach” … in the context of a gala eve-
ning organized as a fund-raiser for our 
Arts Program. 

Marie-Madeleine Duruflé-Chevalier 
and Amy Marcy Cheney Beach were 
two extraordinary female musicians of 
the later part of the 19th century and 
the first half of the 20th in America, 
and well into the 20th century in 
France. Both were child prodigies, both 
started composing as children, both 

showed exceptional 
promise. In Marie-
Madeleine Chevalier’s 
case, her composing 
career slowed greatly 
after she discovered 
the organ, and was 
named organist of the 
Cathedral in her native 
Cavaillon (southern 

News 
  by neD tipton, canon for Music Ministry

Next to the 

Word of God, 

the noble art 

of music is 

the greatest 

treasure in the 

world.  

— Martin Luther

From the Cathedral Arts Guild

Continued on next page

Top left: Composer and organist Marie-
Madeleine Duruflé plays the personal organ 
of composer and organist Marcel Dupré in his 
house at Meudon. Above: Canon Ned Tipton 
with Madam Duruflé, circa 1996.
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Composer Amy Marcy  
Cheney Beach

http://www.musimem.com
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presentations of the service in 
that it is shorter and more acces-
sible than the full traditional 
choral service chanted in Latin. 
The central portion of the service 
consists of readings and psalms, 
since Tenebrae is a combination 
of several of the daily prayer ser-
vices from the monastic tradition. 
The readings are from the Old 
Testament book of Lamentations, 
and speak of the desolation of the 
city of Jerusalem during the time of 
the Babylonian exile. In our service, 
we focus on the Jewish nature of 
Jesus’ prophetic ministry and his 

representation of the sufferings of 
the Jewish people throughout his-
tory. The music reflects this theme 
as well. For example, the music of 
Maurice Ravl’s Kaddish is haunt-
ingly beautiful.

This year we have extended an 
invitation for our broader diocesan 
community as well. We hope you 
too will join us. This is one of the 
gems of our observance of Holy 
Week and our interpretation of this 
service is both unique and inviting. 
We hope you will allow yourself to 
enter into this time of contempla-
tion on the mysteries of our Lord’s 
suffering and death throughout 
Holy week, and especially at the 
service of Tenebrae.  i

them. When they came up on the 
other side it was as if they had left 
the old world and emerged in the 
new creation of God’s kingdom. 
They would be dressed in a white 
robe and anointed with special 
scented oil as a sign of their dignity 
as part of God’s royal priesthood.

At St. John’s, we don’t have 
quite as long a period of prepa-
ration for adults who want to be 
baptized, or for those who wish 
to renew the vows of their bap-
tism. Yet it is still a momentous 
night. Adults who are baptized are 
also anointed and receive a white 
robe to wear as well as a lighted 
candle representing the light of 
Christ they have received. Others 
who are confirmed or received into 
the Church also come before the 
bishop and accept the vows once 
made, or that were made for them, 
at Baptism. 

The Great Vigil is the highlight 

of our liturgical year. It is the time 
we remember that we have been 
delivered from sin and made God’s 
beloved children. It is filled with 
imagery and symbols. We move 
from darkness to light, death to 
life. The apex of the service is the 
acclamation that Christ is risen 
from the dead. We all are invited 
to bring bells or drums or any 
other instrument or noise maker 
to use at this moment as we sing 
an ancient Easter song from the 
Orthodox tradition. “Christ is risen 
from the dead, trampling down 
death by death, and upon those in 
the tombs bestowing life.”

So I invite you to attend this 
year, especially if you have never 
experienced this powerful liturgy. 
At St. John’s, we celebrate the Vigil 
in a way few places do. So even 
if you want to come back for the 
glory of Easter morning, come cel-
ebrate this extraordinary feast to 
proclaim once again that Christ is 
truly risen today and every day of 
our lives.  i
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France) at the age of eleven. She 
was later known as the wife of the 
famous French composer/organist 
Maurice Duruflé, and even though 
she became “Madame Duruflé,” 
she remained a star in her own 
right — but she was still known as 
“Madame Duruflé. (“Yours truly” 
studied organ with her in Paris, 
1993-1998, and she was a frequent 
attendee of concert events at the 
American Cathedral, (see photo 
on previous page). 

Amy Marcy Cheney’s first 
compositions date from the age 
of four, and her public recital (as 
a pianist) was at the age of seven. 
After her marriage to Henry Harris 
Aubrey Beach in 1885, her name 
became “Mrs. H.H.A. Beach” on 
all recital programs and composi-
tions. Her husband was 24 years 
her elder, and obviously controlled 
virtually her every act as an artist. 
After “H.H.A.” died, in 1910, Amy 
slowly rebuilt her career as “Amy 
Beach” with astounding success.

A selection of works by both 
of these exceptional women will 
be presented by the Cathedral 
Choir and Soloists, the Ensemble 
Cantoris, Katherine Cash (violin), 
and myself as both pianist and 
conductor. The evening begins at 
6pm with aperitifs, followed by a 
catered dinner and the concert.

The event has been made pos-
sible by a generous grant from 
the Sorel Organization, with the 
support of SongFest USA, and the 
Cathedral Arts Guild. Tables (of 
eight) can be sponsored for $750, 
and individual tickets are avail-
able at $100. For more information, 
and ticket purchase, please see the 
Cathedral website.  i
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i t has been said that, “justice is the 
social form of love.” The FlipSide 

young adults group at St. John’s has 
been exploring just how that applies 
in our current times. Last month, we 
invited a guest speaker from All Saints 
Pasadena to come lead us in an event 
called, “Setting our faces on Justice: 
Journeying with Jesus to Jerusalem.” 
We talked about the idea of reclaiming 
public space as sacred and of the riski-
ness of tenderness in a world overrun 
by hatred and violence. In this season 
of Lent, we continue to consider how 
we might deny ourselves, take up our 
crosses and follow Jesus, both indi-

vidually and corporately.
Looking ahead to the great Easter 

Feast, we continue to prepare our-
selves for Christ’s coming in a special 
Good Friday event. Three members 
from the Flipside will offer a cre-
ative dialogue during the homily at 
the 7pm Good Friday service. After 
this service, we will gather in the par-
ish office for fellowship and food. If 
you are a young adult in your 20s or 
30s, we’d love to have you join us for 
this meaningful evening, and for all 
FlipSide events! For more information, 
contact Liz McQuitty at churchoffice@
stjohnsla.org or 213-747-6285.  i

The Flipside Young Adults 
move into Spring 
by Liz McQuitty, 
canon for young aDuLt Ministry 

this important night of celebration.
Another popular Guibord Center 

dinner, an if’tar to break the fast dur-
ing the Holy month of Ramadan is 
coming in June hosted by The Islamic 
Center of Southern California. The 
dinner will immediately follow The 
Guibord Center’s Panel: “Faiths that 
Fast” featuring other faith communi-
ties’ fasting practices.

The Fall will bring “Ancient 
Vedic Living in Modern Times” at 
the International Society of Krishna 
Consciousness followed by a meal 
offered for all attendees as a gift of 
the ISKON community.

Diana Butler Bass will be back in 
October. And November will bring 
The Guibord Center’s timely presen-
tation: “The Holy Qur’an: Women, 
Violence and Peace”. Our final for-
mal event of the year (so far) will be 

“I Visited You in Prison and…” with 
the Community of Divine Love and 
various interfaith prison clergy.

We are proud of these programs and 
deeply grateful for St. John’s support 
and so many of you who share your 
presence, prayers, and financial offer-
ings. Thank you.  i

Continued from page 3
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The Very Rev. Canon Mark Kowalewski 
(right center) spoke in the panel discussion 
“Beyond the Veil: Life After Death”, which 
took place in February. The panel was 
moderated by Mo. Guibord, with Rabbi Neil 
Comess-Daniels, Imam Dr. Ahmed Soboh, 
Venerable MiaoHsi, Swami Sarvadevananda 
and Nirinjan Singh Khalsa also speaking.
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