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s everal ago I went through the 
Advent and Christmas season, 
but after having gone through 

the events and celebrations, I real-
ized that I had been so busy doing 
all the stuff associated with Christ-
mas that I had never really experi-
enced what I was celebrating. Has 
that ever happened to you? We 
go through the motions. We have 
lists of things we need to get done. 
Our calendar fills up with events. 
We get and give lots of stuff and in 
the midst of it all, have we missed 
Christmas?

That’s why we at St. John’s 
have been big advocates of the 
annual project called The Advent 
Conspiracy. Three pastors came up 
with this concept when they too 
felt that the popular celebration of 

Christmas in our culture had become 
antithetical to the Christian feast. So 
they decided to conspire against the 
way our culture entices us to spend 
the holiday season. Instead of fre-
netic activity, spending too much on 
stuff and forgetting about the one 
who we are supposed to celebrate, 
they came up with four principles to 
guide our Advent preparation and 
Christmas festivities: worship fully, 
spend less, give more, love all. We 
have opportunities here at St. John’s 
to help you engage in the joy the 
Advent Conspiracy:

Worship fully. 
Each of the Sundays of Advent 

will provide beautiful opportuni-
ties to enter the spirit of the season, 
preparing our hearts and minds for 
celebrating the 

by Fr. Mark 
Kowalewski

Don’t miss Christmas

We have opportunities  

here at St. John’s  

to help you engage  

in the joy of the  

Advent Conspiracy...

Join the conspiracy  

and you won’t  

miss Christmas!

d uring this season of Advent 
we reflect on the fact that 
God’s Word became flesh in 

the person of Jesus of Nazareth. 
That’s a deep theological idea. In 
a nutshell, it refers to the fact that 
not only did God become one of 
us, but God’s wisdom, God’s un-
derstanding about what makes 
human beings truly happy, was 
lived out in the life of Jesus. We 
also call the Bible the Word of 
God. That is, God communicates 
to us through the words of the 
Scriptures and God communi-
cates to us most perfectly in the 
story and person of Jesus. 

This Advent we will be focus-
ing on that story of the Bible and 
the incarnation of that story we 
celebrate at Christmas. Each week 

during Advent, we as a commu-
nity celebrate Evening Prayer on 
Tuesdays at 6:30pm. This service 
of our Anglican tradition joins us 
with other Christians throughout 
the church in the same practice 
of prayer. We are ourselves mak-
ing the word flesh by reading the 
scriptures together—the psalms, 
the Hebrew Scriptures and the 
New Testament. We had a class 
on praying, Evening and Morning 
Prayer, just after Thanksgiving, 
and now in Advent we are ask-
ing everyone in our community 
to worship together using this 
ancient form of prayer.

Copies of daily Evening Prayer 
for the season of Advent are 
available on our welcome table 
along with the Continued on page 7

Continued on page 7

The Word Becoming Flesh
by Fr. Daniel Ade 

As we prepare for the coming of 

Christmas, when God’s way of 

living became flesh and blood, 

may we all take time to reflect 

on how best we can follow that 

way by immersing ourselves in 

the daily reading of Scripture, the 

frequent reception of our Lord’s 

presence in Holy Communion, 

and the living out of our faith 

through the actions of our lives.
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t he Guibord Center and St. John’s 
Cathedral have had a long-stand-
ing relationship with the Muslim 

Community. For the second year in 
a row we have invited the Southern 
California Islamic Center’s Board of 
Directors and their families to Christ-
mas Eve services. Our Diocesan Bish-
op, John Taylor, will be with us that 
night and will have an opportunity 
to greet our guests as our friends and 
colleagues.

Unbeknownst to most Christians, 
Mary (Maryam) and Jesus (Isa) are 
revered by Muslims based on read-
ings from the Holy Qur’an. There is, 
in fact, more written about each of 
them in the Holy Qur’an than in our 
sacred texts. In Islam, Isa ibn Maryam 
(Jesus, son of Mary) is understood to 
be the penultimate prophet and mes-

senger of God (Allah) and 
al-Masih (the Arabic term for 
Messiah Christ) sent to guide 
the Children of Israel with a 
new revelation. 

The Qur’an and most 
Hadith (testimonial reports) 
mention Jesus to have been 
born a “pure boy” (without 
sin) to Mary (Maryam) as the 
result of virginal conception, 
similar to the event of the 
Annunciation of Christianity. 
In Islamic theology, Jesus is 
believed to have performed 
many miracles including healing vari-
ous ailments such as blindness, raising 
the dead, etc.

It is fitting for our communities to be 
together on Christmas Eve to celebrate 
the birth of Jesus (Isa.) i

By The Rev. DR. Gwynne GuiboRD

Joining with the Muslim     
      Community at Christmas

The Guibord Center
Religion Inside Out

outreach

“In Search of a Prophet: 
A Spiritual Journey with Kahlil Gibran”
with Paul-Gordon Chandler
Saturday, January 20th, 1-3 pm

“Pagan Spirituality:  
Where the Voice of the Divine is Female”
with Rev. Angie Buchanan
Saturday, February 10th, 2-4 pm

“Hinduism and Judaism: 
Mother Religions and Their Offspring”
with Dr. Joseph Prabhu, Dr. Rita Sherma  
and Dr. Barbara Holdrege
Saturday, March 10th, 2-4 pm

“Radical Hope: 
An Evening of Courage and Community”
The Guibord Center’s Fundraising Dinner
Thursday, April 26th, 7- 9:30 pm

Upcoming 2018 Guibord Center Programs
at St. John’s

For more information, visit us at www.theguibordcenter.org
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Below: Virgin Mary and Jesus, old 
Persian miniature, 15th century 

Unbeknownst to most 

Christians, Mary 

(Maryam) and Jesus 

(Isa) are revered by 

Muslims based on 

readings from the  

Holy Qur’an. 
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t his year, as in years past, we are in-
viting members of St. John’s to con-
sider giving alternative Christmas 

gifts to those we love, and our annual 
Alternative Christmas Fair provides 
the perfect opportunity to do this.

The Alternative Christmas Fair will 
be open Sundays, December 3rd, 10th and 
17th, following both the 8am and 11am 
services. Your purchases will benefit 
our St. John Food Pantry, our St. John 

Laundry Love, and the Episcopal Relief 
and Development-Puerto Rico. 

Your purchases will provide hope and 
comfort to those who need it most. i

From Deacon   
Margaret

McCauley 

Alternative  
holiday 
shopping
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parish life
The Lord will reply, 
Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did  
for one of the least 
of these brothers  
and sisters of mine,  
you did for me. 
         —Matthew 25: 40

t he year 2017 has 
brought a number of 
significant changes in 

my life. As most of you 
are aware, at the begin-
ning of August I retired as 
the (first female) Archdea-
con of our diocese. Some 
have asked if this was 
voluntary. My retirement 
was primarily due to 
my reaching the normal 
church retirement age of 
72. I’ve loved my six years 
serving as archdeacon but 
it also seemed appropri-
ate for the new bishop to 
have an opportunity to 
appoint his own ministry 
team. It also opens up my 

time for other ministry. 
Just as Advent ushers the church 

into a new liturgical year, so Advent 
ushers me into a time away for travel 

and discernment. In truth, much of 
the first half of 2018 will be taken up 
for me with happy activities helping 
my daughter, Leslie, welcome her 
baby into the world in January and 
then going with them for a book tour 
later in the Spring. Leslie’s new book 
is entitled The Recovering; it will be 
published April 3. The book tour will 
definitely include a Los Angeles event 
and I’ll be sure to let everyone know 
the date. Following the baby and book 
launches, I plan to take some retreat 
time for more focused reflection on 
where the Spirit is leading me next. In 
part, my options will be influenced by 
how my husband’s health challenges 
evolve over the coming year. 

St. John’s will always be a beloved 
family for me. Don’t be surprised if I 
drop by for services when I’m in town. 
I know I can count on a warm welcome. 
In the meantime, I ask for your prayers, 
as I will be praying for all of you. i

The further adventures of Deacon Joanne
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Advent
n  Advent I, December 3
8am: Holy Eucharist.
11am: Lessons and Carols

n  Advent II, December 10
8am: Holy Eucharist.
11am: Holy Eucharist. 
Bishop John Taylor presides  
at both services.

n Saturday, December 16
1:30pm: St. Lucy’s Cookie Day 
preparation.
3pm: High Tea for the St. John’s 
Seniors
5pm: Lessons and Carols

n  Advent III, December 17
8am: Holy Eucharist.
11am: Gaudete Sunday.
Celebration of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe
After the 11am Mass: St. Lucy’s 
Cookie Sale. 

n Tuesdays
December 5, 12 & 19  
6:30pm: Evening Prayer
Join us throughout Advent for  
a service of evening prayer. 
Join us at the Cathedral, or  
pray along with us from home.
Copies of daily Evening Prayers 
are available on our welcome 
table along with the appointed 
readings for all of Advent.

n Sundays
Dec. 3, 10 & 17
After the 8am & 11am Mass: 
Alternative Christmas Fair.  
Want to give a meaningful  
gift to your loved ones this  
year? Donate to a worthy  
charity in their name with  
$25 gift to Laundry Love,  
the Food Pantry, or to Episcopal 
Relief and Development’s  
efforts in Puerto Rico.

n First and third Sundays
Ongoing
9pm: Compline at the Cathedral
A 30-minute service of candle- 
light, stillness, prayer, and  
song, followed by simple food 
and fellowship.

Christmas
n  Christmas Eve, December 24
No 8am Mass this day
11am: 4th Sunday of Advent and 
Children’s Christmas Service 
10:30pm: Solemn Christmas Mass
Choir and Chamber Orchestra, 
Haydn’s Missa Sancti Nicolai

n  Christmas Day, December 25
11am: Quiet Christmas Mass

New Years Day
n  Monday, January 1
11am: Holy Eucharist
4pm - 6pm: Open House at Clergy 
House

Advent & Christmas
at St. John’S Cathedr alJoin us as together we discover 

the sacred in the heart of the city.

calendar
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News 
From the Cathedral Arts Guild

advent is one of my fa-
vorite seasons of the 
liturgical year, and 

you might be able to guess 
why. It’s not only a season 
of watching and waiting, 
but also a celebration of 

our tremendous Anglican musical 
heritage. For centuries, composers 
have been drawn to the great poetry 
of the ancient Church, marrying to-
gether those melodies and words 
that have imprinted upon our hearts, 
and which signify the Christ child 
is near. It’s through these carols and 
hymns that I’ve always felt that spe-
cial spark, what one once called “The 
Summer of the soul in December.”

“O come, o come, Immanuel, and 
ransom captive Israel.” This first verse 
of (perhaps) the most treasured Advent 
hymn, begins as do all eight verses—
with an “O” acclamation now known 
as the Great O Antiphons. These verses 
extol a different Name for Christ—O 
Key of David, O Root of Jesse, O King of 
Kings, O Lord of Lords, O Wisdom from 
on high, O Morning star, etc. I encour-
age you to make these verses part of 
your devotions as you might pray (or 
dare even sing!) the Daily Office. Over 
four Sundays we ponder the themes of 
expectation, hope, and end times. Our 
prayers, hymns, and anthems reflect this 
anticipation of Christmastide.

I especially hope you’ll consider 
joining us on December 16 at 5pm, when 
the Choir of St. John’s Cathedral pres-
ents our Advent Procession of Lessons & 
Carols. This stunning choral service in 
candlelight from the darkened great 
west doors of the Cathedral, and finish 

in resplendent light around the High 
Altar. There are readings, beloved con-
gregational hymns, soaring descants, 
and deeply moving carols sung by the 
choir. This will be followed by a festive 
reception. All are welcome.

If you have wanted to bring a new-
comer to St. John’s, this is the perfect 
service by which to introduce them to 
our glorious church, and our ancient 
tradition of worshiping God in the 
beauty of holiness. This service will 
also be live-streamed worldwide by 
the L.A. Episcopal Diocese.

And of course our celebration of 
the season would not be complete 
without a spectacular Festal service 
for Christmas Eve. We’ll be joined by 
the St. John’s Cathedral Sinfonia for 
a glorious “midnight” mass featur-
ing beloved Christmas carols, Franz 
Joseph Haydn’s Missa Sancti Nicolai, 
and George Frederick Handel’s For 
unto us a child is born. Of course that 
blessed service would not be complete 
without the singing of Silent Night.

From everyone at the Cathedral 
making music this special season, we 
wish you a wonderfully expectant 
Advent, and a very merry Christmas! i

Over four 

Sundays we 

ponder the  

themes of 

expectation, 

hope, and  

end times.  

Our prayers, 

hymns, and 

anthems 

reflect this 

anticipation of 

Christmastide.

By ChRisTopheR G. GRavis, D.M.a.
Canon foR MusiC MinisTRy & CaTheDRal aRTs

cathedral arts

If you would like to make a donation for 
Christmas Music and Flowers in honor or  
in thanksgiving of someone, please go to 

www.stjohnsla.org & click on the  
DONATE button. Select the “Christmas  

Music and Flowers” option and note your 
dedication in the “Optional” field.

Thank you for your generosity!
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coming of our Lord at Christmas 
and more fully into our own lives. 
We are also asking everyone to come 
on Tuesday evenings to celebrate 
evening prayer (see Fr. Dan’s arti-
cle starting on page 2 in this issue). 
We also have a midweek mass on 
Wednesdays. Make sure you take 
some quiet time each day through-
out the busy season to simply prac-
tice the presence of God.

Spend less. 
Why do we think spending 

more money symbolizes our love 
for someone? What if we spent less 
on things and took some of the 
money we would normally spend 
and share it with people who have 
less than we do. That’s a simple con-
cept, but more difficult to live out.

Give more.
Spending less doesn’t mean 

giving less. In fact it encourages 
your thoughtfulness and creativ-
ity. In fact, give more “presence.” 
Find relational gifts like a day 
together with someone you love. 
An experience will be remembered 
longer than another sweater. We 
also will have opportunities for 
you to give to someone on your 
Christmas list by giving something 
to those who really need it. Our 
Alternative Christmas fair will be 
open for business on the first three 
Sundays of Advent.

Love all. 
We have opportunities to show 

love at St. John’s all year long. Our 
Laundry Love and Food Pantry 
ministries need helping hands. 
Our various other ministries could 
also use your help. One particular 
Advent event is the St. Lucy Cookie 
drive. On Saturday December 16, 
bring cookies and help wrap them 
in festive packages to be sold as 
part of our Christmas fair the next 
day. Loving all is maybe the big-
gest gift we can give. Small acts of 
kindness, patience, joy, and car-
ing make God flesh in the midst 
of the holiday season. Isn’t that 
really what it’s about? Join the 
conspiracy and you won’t miss 
Christmas. For more information 
of the Advent Conspiracy: advent 
conspiracy.org i

Continued from page 2
FR. MARK

Continued from page 2
FR. DAN

appointed readings for all of 
Advent, so you can pray Evening 
Prayer throughout the season in 
preparation for Christmas. In 
particular, we invite you to come 
pray at this service communally  
on Tuesdays. If you can’t physi-
cally be here, try to make it a 
practice to pray Evening Prayer at 
6:30pm, (the same time we will be 
praying in the church), and know 
that other Episcopalians through-
out the church are praying these 
very same readings and using the 
same prayers.

As we prepare for the coming 
of Christmas, when God’s way 
of living became flesh and blood, 
may we all take time to reflect on 
how best we can follow that way 
by immersing ourselves in the 
daily reading of Scripture, the 
frequent reception of our Lord’s 
presence in Holy Communion, and 
the living out of our faith through 
the actions of our lives. In these 
ways we will demonstrate the 
word becoming flesh and dwelling 
among us. i

St. Lucy’s Day Cookie Sale  
To benefit the Food Pantry

All the women of St. John’s (and all 
men, too!) are cordially invited to 

donate at least two dozen cookies for 
the sale (home-made, if possible).

On Saturday, December 16, at 1:30pm,  
help prepare assorted cookies on  

festive plates for the sale on 
Sunday, December 17, 

after both the 8am and 11am services.

Please sign up for the event!
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i maginations are powerful. If 
there’s one lesson I’ve learned 
as a parent, it’s just that. With a 

bit of imagination, playtime with 
my daughter becomes whimsical, 
fantastic, fun. We stomp around 
our Glendale apartment not mere-
ly as father and daughter, but as 
astronauts, or robots, or giant 
humanoid cupcakes. Imagina-
tion also helps when I’m trying to 
comfort her during a meltdown. 
You see, imagination isn’t just 
about using our creativity to have 
fun. It’s about thinking beyond 
the borders of our minds. It’s 
about seeing the world in a differ-
ent way that helps us to live more 
fully, and helping others to see the 
world differently as well.

We often say that children have 
“active imaginations.” But, I don’t 
think adults ever stop using their 
imaginations. It’s just that we stop 
populating our minds with new 
ideas, so our imaginations become 
starved. The way you feed a starved 

imagination is through story.
During Advent, we have the 

opportunity to populate our col-
lective imagination with one of the 
most beautiful stories ever told. God 
coming to earth—the divine and 
mundane co-mingling in the form 
of a child, Jesus Messiah—to bring 
life to the world. This story has the 
potential to shift our entire under-
standing of the world and our place 
within it. However, it’s no secret that 
the story of consumption has largely 
overwritten the story of Incarnation. 
Buying stuff is a compelling story, 
and it’s often difficult to see beyond 
it, especially at Christmas.

This Advent at St. John’s, we’re 
challenging families to live beyond 
the narrative of a consumptive 
Christmas, and we’ll be providing 
resources to help you along this jour-
ney. From our Alternative Christmas 
Market to the themes we’ll be talking 
about in Children’s Ministry, it’s our 
prayer that families throughout our 
parish would be compelled to wor-

ship fully, spend less, 
give more, and love all. 
Keep on the lookout for 
family-specific resources 
and activities we’ll be 
providing throughout 
the Advent season that 
will help each of us live 
more fully into the story 
of Incarnation.

With a bit of imagi-
nation, we truly can fill 
this world with life—
and that’s a story worth  
telling. i

Thinking beyond 
the borders of our minds
By Jake puTiCh 
Canon foR younG aDulT anD faMily MinisTRy 
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