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As we at St. John’s explore the meaning of loving our
neighbors, we have looked at our roles as citizens and
as a community of Christ to participate in the struggle
for justice and for the vision of God’s shalom – that is
the right relationship between human beings and
with God. In this creation season, let me invite you to
broaden your definition. The mythic story of Noah
and the flood gives us an insight into who are our
neighbors: “God said to Noah and to his sons with
him, ‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with
you and your descendants after you, and with every
living creature that is with you, the birds, the
domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with
you, as many as came out of the ark.’” (Genesis 9:8-
10)

What is a covenant? We sometimes talk about
marriage as a covenant. A covenant is open-ended.
It’s a relationship that exists for better or worse for
our lifetime. And a covenant assumes mutual care
and respect. We are more familiar with the idea of
our relationship with God as a covenant relationship,
but we live in a web of interconnected life where
there is a divine covenant, a relationship linking us to
the whole planet.

Ellen Davis, whose book Scripture, Culture and
Agriculture, we are reading in our Christian
Education class during creation season, writes
this about the way the prophetic tradition in
the Bible thinks about our covenant with the
earth: “First, creation is bound into a single,
covenanted unity. Each of us is connected to
every other creature by the great web of life…
The second fact with which the prophets
confront us is this: Like every member of this
covenanted unity, we humans occupy a place
that is delimited by torot, divine teachings, and
when we violate prescribed limits, the
consequences are inevitably disastrous, for
ourselves, for ‘all flesh,’ and for the earth, the
fertile soil itself.”

That truth is uncomfortable and inconvenient
perhaps, but real nonetheless. In our pride
and selfishness, we humans have violated the 
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creation God invites us to tend and care for. We are
living in a pandemic that has killed nearly a million
people across the globe. We in the western United
States experience record-breaking wildfires in which
7 million acres have burned and thousands of people
have been displaced. Some have even lost their lives.
On the Gulf Coast, Hurricane Sally is only the most
recent devastating storm producing flooding and
destruction. These storms uncharacteristically gain
power rather than lessen severity as thy reach land, a
trend scientists say is an effect of global warming.
Indeed, all these recent phenomena are related to a
matrix of forces created by humans, species
elimination, deforestation, climate change, human
encroachment and destruction of wild habitats to
name a few. The prophets warn us that this violation
of our covenant with God and the planet – seeking
our own good at the expense of all other life – is a
violation of divine law. 

As Ellen Davis warns us: “Prophetic speech is the
antidote to the illness from which we are not eager
to recover, namely, apathy – the inability to feel
shock, horror, and remorse for our actions.” Can it be
the case, and I believe it is, that the catastrophic
events we now face may be a prophetic word from
the earth itself, attempting to shake us out of our
apathy and paralysis and rouse us to action?

Is there any good news here? Yes, but the first
step is to join with all creation in the groaning
of lament and grief as St. Paul tells us in
Romans chapter eight. We want always to jump
to the quick fix, the five things we can do to
reduce our carbon footprint, but those sorts of
things cannot tackle the root of our dilemma. 

We had the privilege of talking with Brian Walsh
and Sylvia Keesmaat this summer during our
Bible Study on the book of Romans. They write:
“Unless we enter that place of grief, it is too
easy just to jump to solutions without having
realized the depth of our sin… We have to
probe more deeply the assumptions of a
worldview that shapes a way of life that ruins
the planet and condemns future generations.” 

Yet lament is not the last word. We lament
because we know there is a better way. And the
Scriptures call us to repent, to turn around; to
start living with a new mindset. Paul says in
Romans, we and all creation live in passionate
expectation, a hope for a new possibility. We
need to remember who we are as covenant
partners with God, one another, and with the
planet. 

God gives us a path forward. My hope is that
we live into our covenant. It involves practices
and advocacy based in hope and reflects a new
vision of how to live in right relationship with all
living things and the earth itself. 

So, let us pray in hope beyond our own words,
that the Holy Spirit will lead us into solutions
we may not yet see. And this planetary and dire
struggle is one with the struggle for justice and
peace for our society, for God’s true covenant
shalom. We can I think, remember the words of
Dr. Martin Luther King as we engage in this
struggle, because the struggle is indeed one:
“There are no broad highways that lead us
easily and inevitably to quick solutions. But we
must keep going…I know you are asking today,
‘How long will it take’? How long? Not long
because how difficult the moment, however
frustrating the hour, it will not be long.” 

Pets and people at the blessing of the animals,

St. John's first in-person service in the pandemic



invites us to reflect on the words and deeds of
Jesus in the Gospels. He reminds us of the central
teaching of Jesus found in chapter 10 of Luke’s
Gospel. A lawyer asks Jesus, what he must do to
inherit eternal life? His question isn’t about going
to heaven. The lawyer wants to know how he
should live in order to have the kind of life God
intends—full and abundant life. Jesus asks him
what he understands God’s answer is to that
question in the Hebrew Scriptures. The lawyer
replies: “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, and with all your soul, with all your
strength and with all your mind; and love your
neighbor as yourself.” Jesus agrees with him. Do
that you will be fully alive. Easy to say; difficult to
do. The man asks Jesus the hard question: “But
who is my neighbor?” in reply, Jesus tells the well
know story we call the parable of the “good
Samaritan.” Who is my neighbor? Jesus tells us its
easy to be neighborly to the folks like us, but
what about those who com from a different
“tribe,” whatever that may be?

We have been spending a lot of time here at St.
John’s asking the lawyer’s question – Who is my
neighbor? That’s a question crucial to our current
debates in our nation. When we see racial strife,
who is my neighbor? When we see intransigent
political fighting, who is my neighbor? When we
see injustice in our society, who is my neighbor?
When we vehemently disagree with someone
else’s positions, or we want to discount them with
an easy label, who is my neighbor? But when we
see all these folks as our neighbors, what do we
do? How can live out the challenge of Jesus to be
neighborly?

More specifically, who are our neighbors in this
community – those who live in the neighborhood
around St. Johns? Those in our whole city and
state? Our nation? The answer is yes, all of these.
So that’s why we have been engaging in our State 

"Who is my neighbor?"

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry has recently
spoken a powerful word to the Church
encouraging and challenging us as we enter the
final stretch of the election season [link here]. He
writes:

“This November, the people of the United States will
elect a president and many others to public office.
This election occurs in a time of global pandemic, a
time when there is hardship, sickness, suffering and
death. But this election also occurs in a time of great
divisions. Divisions that are deep, dangerous, and
potentially injurious to democracy. So what is the
role of the church in the context of an election being
held in a time such as this? What is our role as
individual followers of Jesus Christ committed to his
way of love in such a time as this?”

He reminds us that we might not look at what
Jesus WOULD do at such a time as this, but rather
by looking at what Jesus DID do and teach. He
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Ada and the team serving up fresh groceries at the food

panty every month.
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of the City forums, to learn more about the
educational system in our city, to learn more
about racial justice, to learn more about economic
justice. As we do these things, as we become more
informed about the issues, we then can engage in
one of the most basic direct actions of justice
making: voting.

This simple act is what makes our democracy
work. It is a right for which generations have
fought and died. The government of our nation
must embody justice and peace for all citizens but
that isn’t the task of politician in the first instance.
As President Franklin Roosevelt taught us: “Let us
never forget that government is ourselves and not
an alien power over us. The ultimate rulers of our
democracy are not a president and senators and
congressmen and government officials, but the
voters of this country.”

Voting in this upcoming election is a crucial act of
citizenship – both earthly and heavenly! Go and be
a voter evangelist. Make sure your friends and
neighbors and family are registered and that they
vote. There are tools to help you do that from the
Poor People’s campaign [resource link here].
While the churches in our society cannot endorse
one candidate over another, and while we are not
identified with one political party, we must not be
morally neutral. We must always advocate for
candidates and policies that help all people thrive,
especially the disadvantaged, the poor, the last 

and the least. What are the positions of candidates
on the ballot for which you are being asked to vote?
How do all the many California ballot propositions
help our neighbors or hurt them?

And we need further to open our hearts and minds
to listen to one another. The rhetoric and the
violence that has infected our society needs to stop.
In our city and nation violence and brutality enacted
by the police and toward the police must stop.
Escalating divisions will do nothing but destroy our
nation. As Bishop Curry says, “We can’t go on like
this.”

I conclude as I began with some of Bishop Curry’s
wise words to the Church:

“I am a follower of the Lord Jesus Christ, because… I
believe that the way of unselfish sacrificial love can
show us the way of repentance, the way to repair the
breach. The way of reconciliation that ultimately can
lead us to the beloved community, but it's not easy.
And this is long distance work. There are no quick fixes
because the wounds are so deep, but we need not feel
enslaved by fate. We are not people of fate. We are
people of faith in the God who raised Jesus from the
dead. Nothing can defeat God or stop God's cause of
love. The way will not be easy, but we can do this.”

1ST AND 3RD SUNDAYS
AT 8:00 P.M.

Compline at the Cathedral:

Black Lives Matter at St John's Cathedral
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Generosity is at the heart of the life of God. All
that we are and all that we have comes from
generous love of our creator. As Christians, we
seek to reflect the love of God in whose image we
are made, and the generosity of Jesus who gave
his life for us as an offering and sacrifice. 

The First Letter to Timothy exhorts us: “Tell them
to go after God, who piles on all the riches we
could ever manage — to do good, to be rich in
helping others, to be extravagantly generous. If
they do that, they’ll build a treasury that will last,
gaining life that is truly life” (I Timothy 6:18-19 The
Message). 

Doing good, helping others, and extravagant
generosity are ways we reflect the life and love of
God in our daily practices. We learn by divine
example. 

This year once again we partner with The
Episcopal Network for Stewardship as we ask
again this year for your financial generosity with
our theme “Faith-Filled Generosity.” 

You all have ben extraordinarily generous during
this difficult year in your faithfulness in giving. We
have truly needed your help to continue ministry
in a time of profound change and anxiety. 

Our official stewardship campaign this year will
begin on All Saints Sunday and conclude on the
First Sunday of Advent. We know we still are in
hard times, but your faith-filled generosity will be
a sign of hope, that we together go forward in
mission, knowing that we follow a God whose
heart is filled with loving generosity.
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Fr. Mark and Fr. Dan at the offertory, digitally from St. John's



You may recall, after St. John’s development
project was turned down by a Diocesan
Committee, we reported at this year’s annual
meeting that the Vestry had agreed it would be
best to put this issue on hold.  Pluto Partners,
who we had selected to be our development
partner, however, continued to be interested in
working with us, and during the Spring and
Summer they reworked their proposal to address
the issues that had caused the Diocese to turn it
down.  St. John’s Vestry has been aware of this
work and at its meeting last week received news
that the Diocese now is prepared to support the
project, assuming our Vestry votes to approve it if
some important remaining issues can be
resolved.

 

Re-Development in St. John's Future
RON HARTWIG, SENIOR WARDEN

While the new proposal submitted by Pluto
Partners is close to their original plan, Gensler,
the architect they are working with to design the
project, is suggesting a high-rise structure that
will open views to the Cathedral to traffic going
south on Figueroa, and provide more area for a
park like setting between the Cathedral and the
apartment residence. It’s an exciting concept, but
of course, the plan will need lots of discussion
and the approval of our neighbors, the Historic
District and the city.  The plan also calls for a
building along the Flower Street side of the
church which would be affordable senior
housing, possibly operated by Episcopal
Community Services.  Together with the
apartment complex on Figueroa the project will
provide 85 affordable housing units, 60 more
units than was envisioned in the original plan.
The project anticipates 45 spaces for Cathedral
parking and dedicated room to develop space for
the Cathedral’s own needs.  If the project is
approved, the Vestry will immediately begin
discussions about how to fund and begin the
improvements needed at the Cathedral itself.

A vote to move forward on the project – if all the
remaining issues are settled to our satisfaction –
could take place this fall, but it will likely take 2-3
years for all the community and city approvals
necessary to begin construction to be secured. 
 We have worked diligently with Pluto Partners to
ensure the plan’s financial structure includes
income to keep St. John’s healthy during
construction.  The income the Cathedral will
receive when the project is completed will
provide for St. John’s ability to thrive and support
the community well into the future.

But, as the saying goes, “nothing is done until it is
done,” so please join us in praying that God
guides us to reach the best decision to support
St. John’s, its parish family, our Diocese and the
community at large.
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A view of downtown LA from the top of the flagpole during

summer repairs.



F A L L  2 0 2 0

In Faith We Sing
DR. CHRIS GRAVIS,  CANON FOR MUSIC

Episcopalians are people who sing our faith, and it’s
no understatement to say that the time of COVID-19
has a hit us hard. Congregational, choral, and even
liturgical singing by clergy has been temporarily
silenced. And although we musicians are aiming to
be as resourceful as we can through the pandemic,
no virtual music making can replace the inexplicable
experience of singing together in a beautiful space.
Though we find ourselves in a strange musical
landscape, there is hope. We will one day soon return
to raising our voices in song, together in person, to
the glory of God.  

First, serious medical research was conducted this
Summer on choral singing and the spread of COVID-
19. The data from this study (as well as other studies,
worldwide) is being used to determine best practices
for any kind of singing when the time comes to
resume in-person worship. For now, we are strictly
following national and diocesan guidelines regarding
singing in worship. Although it’s a musically
frustrating time, we recognize that preserving the
health and safety of the most vulnerable members of
our community is a critical part of living into our
baptismal covenant as Episcopalians. Again, there are
signs of hope…  

Sung worship is returning in parts of the Anglican
communion, where diminishing infection rates and
best practices are allowing beloved choral services,
such as Evensong and Compline, to return.  Upon
hearing choral services from around the world, and
even from parts of the U.S. where it is becoming safe
to once again make music in-person, I am given
renewed hope that we will soon sing again. 

Especially during this challenging time in our national
life, music expresses the divinely beautiful diversity
of the St. John’s community. From the Belizean
Garifuna musicians, to the Taiko drummers, to the
Mariachi Tesoro, to the Trans Chorus of Los Angeles,
and our own Absalom Jones Day celebrations, we are
called as people of God to celebrate that musical
diversity. We will do so again soon, and we will work
to build an even more diverse musical offering that
honors the unique cultural dignity of all in our midst. 

And speaking of Compline, I am pleased to
announce that we will resume our online services
this Fall – recorded from inside St. John’s. I first want
to especially thank Zachary and Erica Neufeld, as
well as Caitlyn and Daniel Saunders, who so
graciously hosted sung Compline from their living
rooms over the past five months.  Starting this
September, members of the Schola Canoturm of St.
John's have safely recorded their parts for the sung
services of compline (masked and socially
distanced), presenting sung services of Compline
through the rest of this calendar year. I hope you’ll
tune in, share the services widely via social media,
and even consider joining us after each service on
the first and third Sundays of the month at 8.00pm
for a Zoom reception.  

Finally, I humbly ask for your financial support as we
begin another program year for Music & Cathedral
Arts at St. John’s. We are unable to host a formal
Gala this year, but we still need your help.  Your
generous contributions continue our Cathedral
Choral Academy for children – an important free
music education ministry for children in our
neighborhood. Under the expert leadership of Mr.
Stephen Salts, our children are embarking on their
second year, with virtual Thursday night activities,
and occasional participation in our Sunday services,
even remotely. Your support of Cathedral Arts helps
support our brilliant and hardworking soloists, who
have offered beautiful music throughout this time of
online services. Check out the St. John’s website,
where for as little as $8 per month, you can sustain
our musical services. You’ll even receive a gift of
appreciation for your financial support!  

I want to especially thank each and every one of you
for your faithful commitment to St. John’s Cathedral
during this challenging time. Thank you for your
prayers, for your kind messages during our on-line
services, and your continued financial support of St.
John’s Cathedral Arts. On behalf of all the musicians
at St. John’s, I send the deepest gratitude from the
bottom of my heart. We will one day soon raise the
strain, to the glory of God, inside our beautiful
cathedral church.  

Faithfully yours in music, 

Dr. Christopher Gravis
Canon for Music & Cathedral Arts 



This Fall, St John’s is thrilled to continue our

ministry for children, the Cathedral Choral

Academy. This music education experience is

open to girls and boys ages 7 – 15. No

previous musical experience is necessary to

join, just a love for singing and learning! We

also welcome members of our local

community who may not already be

members of the St John’s congregation. 

All Cathedral Choral Academy meetings are

held virtually this Fall. I mee with the

choristers every week on Thursday evenings

using a Google Classroom, which is a user-

friendly, intuitive and interactive learning

space easily accessed online – just click one

link sent via email every Thursday, and your

child will in the class meeting with our full

group of children and Mr. Salts. 

Cathedral Choral Academy
STEPHEN SALTS, DIRECTOR

One extra benefit from virtual learning is

that you don’t have to fight any LA traffic for

your child or family member to participate in

the weekly Cathedral Choral Academy

meeting. You can be as far as Santa Monica,

Long Beach, San Diego, or even farther and

easily have your child join our music class on

Thursdays! 

If you would like more information about

this ministry, please send me an email to:

ssalts@stjohnsla.org

Thank you for your continued support of the

Cathedral Choral Academy!
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Choristers meeting online for class .
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